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Foreword  

The 2010 Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) was the second comprehensive survey of its type 

conducted by the Vanuatu National Statistics Office (VNSO) to provide estimates of household income and 

expenditure at the provincial level. The 2006 HI ES was the first in the country with full national coverage and 

reliable results at the province and municipal level. These two surveys have been used to derive indicators for 

income and wellbeing, much needed information to monitor progress towards achiev ing national strategies for 

improving household income through private sector led growth.  

The HIES provides a wealth of information about household expenditure and income, including so called 

ósubsistence activitiesô where households produce and consume their own food from the land and sea, provide 

household supplies like firewood and thatch and other items such as oils, handicrafts and clothing. This report 

provides the main HIES results, with much more analysis possible from the data than that contained here. 

There is a separate report containing the results of the poverty analysis of the HIES data.  

My sincere thanks goes to the United States Government through the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) 

and the then Millennium Challenge Account, Vanuatu (MCA) for their funding assistance for this project and for 

providing the technical assistance throughout the survey .  

I wish to acknowledge the important contributions of VNSO staff in the successful conduct of the HIES and the 

completion of this HIES, including Mr Harry Nalau his oversight of the survey and this report, the staff who 

produced the separate chapters in this report and conducted the field training. Sincere thanks are also extended 

to the provincial survey coordinators, supervisors and enumerators for working hard in the field collecting the 

required data.  

But it is the members of the households who patiently completed the detailed HIES questionnaires with the 

survey enumerators and provided all of the necessary information required over the two week survey period 

who justifiably deserve the greatest vote of appreciation and thanks in the preparation of this report.  

 

 

 

 

Honourable Charlot Salwai  

Minister   

Ministry of Finance and Economic Management 
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Pre face  

The Vanuatu National Statistics Office (VNSO) is pleased to publish the 2010 Household Income and 

Expenditure Survey (HIES) final report. The report is based on the results of the survey conducted over a three 

month period in late 2010.  

The 2010 HIES survey was a joint government and donor partner funded data collection to derive quantitative 

statistical information on the income and expenditure of households in urban and rural areas to analyse 

changing levels and patterns of income and expenditure since the 2006 HIES.  

The specific objectives of the survey were to obtain household income and expenditure levels to compare 

against 2006 benchmarks; to derive the expenditure weights  and other data to update of the basket of items 

and weights used in the Consumer Price Index (CPI); to supplement the data available for use in compiling 

official estimates of household sector production in the System of National Accounts and subsequent estimates 

of Gross Domestic Product (GDP); to provide data for assessing the impact on household living conditions of 

existing and proposed economic and social policies and programmes, particularly those resulting in changes in 

the structure of household expenditure and consumption; to supply basic data needed for policy making in 

connection with social and economic planning; and to gather information on key poverty indicators and statistics 

for poverty analysis.  

This final report on the HIES results is a t ribute to the contributions of staff from the VNSO who managed the 

survey and data collection activities, completed the data processing and editing, and finally those who compiled 

the final HIES results. My sincere thanks to all of the VNSO staff and contracted employees who worked on the 

survey and contributed to  this report in one way or another.  

This publication will be a valuable resource for the researchers, especially planners and decision-makers, as they 

develop and review policies and programmes for the sustainable social and economic development of Vanuatu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Simil Johnson  

Government Statistician  

 

 



v 

Abbreviations  

 

Av. Average (arithmetic mean) 

BNPL Basic Needs Poverty Line  

Clothing & f'wear Clothing and footwear expenditure group  

CPI  Consumer Price Index 

EA Enumeration Areas 

FPL Food Poverty Line 

GDP Gross Domestic Product 

Hôhold Household 

Hôhold opn Household operation expenditure group 

HCI Head Count Index 

HIES Household Income and Expenditure Survey 

LFPR Labour Force Participation Rate  

MCC Millennium Challenge Corporation 

MDGs Millennium Development Goals 

MoE Ministry of Education  

NEC Not Elsewhere Classified 

NGO Non-Government Organisation 

OA Own Account 

PAA Priorities and Action Agenda  

PGI Poverty Gap Index 

Pop Population  

PPP Purchasing Power Parity 

PPS Probability Proportional Size 

RSE Relative Standard Error 

SPGI Squared Poverty Gap Index 

UNELCO Union Electrique Companie du Vanuatu 

VAT Value Added Tax 

VIP Ventilated Improved Latrine 

VNSO Vanuatu National Statistics Office 

Vt  Vatu (Vt 100 was approximately $US1.07 at the time of the 2010 HIES ) 

VUI Vanuatu Utilities and Infrastructure  
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Key results 2010 HIES 

 

Vanuatu 

Rural 

Rural 

Urban 

Urban Torba Sanma  Penama Malampa Shefa  Tafea Luganville Port Vila 

Population 249,850 9,710 35,240 31,100 37,600 37,280 34,360 185,290 15,110 49,450 64,560 

Households 50,740 1,790 7,040 6,930 8,680 6,960 6,880 38,270 2,700 9,760 12,470 

!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƘΩƘƻƭŘ ǎƛȊŜ 4.9 5.4 5.0 4.5 4.3 5.4 5.0 4.8 5.6 5.1 5.2 

% population aged > 15 years 40% 40% 41% 45% 40% 35% 50% 42% 36% 33% 34% 

% population aged 15 ς 59 years 55% 53% 54% 49% 53% 59% 45% 52% 60% 64% 63% 

% population aged 60+ 5% 7% 5% 6% 7% 5% 5% 6% 4% 3% 3% 

Monthly income (Million Vatu) 4,156.2 116.6 654.6 460.9 517.3 871.9 366.1 2,987.3 196.4 972.5 1,168.9 

!ǾΦ ƘΩƘƻƭŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ 83,800 65,800 94,000 67,700 60,200 131,800 53,500 79,500 74,100 104,100 97,500 

Av. per capita monthly income 17,000 12,100 18,800 15,000 13,800 24,500 10,700 16,400 13,200 20,400 18,700 

% income from cash sources
1
 68% 53% 58% 47% 56% 81% 30% 59% 86% 91% 90% 

Monthly expenditure (Million Vatu) 3,864.1 108.5 497.2 502.0 494.8 600.4 448.0 2,651.0 209.9 1,003.3 1,213.1 

Av. ƘΩƘƻƭŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ 76,200 60,600 70,700 72,500 57,000 86,300 65,100 69,300 77,700 102,700 97,300 

Av. per capita monthly expenditure 15,500 11,200 14,100 16,100 13,200 16,100 13,000 14,300 13,900 20,300 18,800 

% cash expenditure
2
  36% 36% 26% 28% 34% 38% 23% 30% 51% 47% 47% 

% subsistence (OA) expenditure  32% 48% 53% 44% 44% 26% 53% 43% 12% 7% 8% 

% population below BNPL ς 2006 13.0%       11.5% 12.2% 20.1%  

% population below BNPL ς 2010 12.7%       10.0% 23.6% 18.4%  

҈ ƘΩƘƻƭŘǎ ōŜƭƻǿ .bt[ ς 2006 10.3%       9.0% 10.4% 16.3%  

҈ ƘΩƘƻƭŘǎ ōŜƭƻǿ .bt[ ς 2010 10.7%       8.5% 19.4% 14.7%  

1 Cash income sources exclude own-account (subsistence) income and gifts of goods received.  
2 Cash expenditure is all cash expenditure and excludes own-account (subsistence) consumption and gifts given and received.  
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Introduction  

This analysis report of the key results of the 2010 Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) provides 

more detailed information from that released previously by the VNSO.  

This report follows a similar format to the 2006 HIES report to enable interested readers to compare results 

between the two surveys. The HIES is a very rich dataset and this report presents the key findings in the main 

subject areas. For further informati on on household income and expenditure users are encouraged to contact 

the Vanuatu National Statistics Office.  

HIES objectives  

The 2010 HIES is the second survey of income and expenditure in Vanuatu to provide reliable sub-national 

estimates, with the 2006 HIES being the first time this was attempted. The first HIES was conducted in 1985 in 

the two urban centres of Luganville and Port Vila. Another was conducted in 1998 but unfortunately, for a 

number of reasons to do with errors of estimation and observa tion, the 1998 HIES did not provide reliable and 

accurate estimates. With the lessons learnt from past experience, the main objectives for the 2010 survey were 

to:  

Á Supply monitoring data needed for the then Millennium Challenge Account, Vanuatu (MCA) 

infrastructure projects;  

Á Supplement the data available for use in compiling official estimates of household accounts in the 

system of national accounts and subsequent estimates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP);  

Á Obtain expenditure weights and other data for the updating of the basket of items and weights used in 

the Consumer Price Index (CPI);  

Á Provide data for assessing the impact on household living conditions of existing and proposed economic 

and social policies and programmes, particularly those resulting in changes in the structure of 

household expenditure and consumption; and 

Á Gather information on key poverty indicators and statistics for poverty analysis.  

The technical details for the 2010 HIES, including sample selection, survey operations and data quality 

measures are contained in Annex 1 of this report.  

Standards  

All household estimates have been rounded to base 10; so tables with household counts of five or less have 

been rounded down to 0; counts of six and higher rounded up to 10. In the analysis tables where 0 is present 

this means less than five households. Likewise expenditure amounts have been rounded up or down to the 

nearest Vt 100. A blank cell in a statistical table means zero.  

In the tables Shefa is rural Shefa only, excluding the urban centre of Port Vila. Likewise Sanma province refers 

to rural Sanma and the municipality of Luganville is presented separately as an urban area.  

Unless stated otherwise, averages for expenditure and income have been calculated by dividing by the 

households having the specific income or expenditure, not total households.  

It is possible to analyse all transactions recorded by the HIES, both income and expenditure, according to the 

actual item being purchased or received (using the óitem classificationô) as well as the type of transaction used 

to acquire the good, service, income or other expenditure for which no good or service was obtained (called 

non-consumption expenditure). The type of transaction was classified according to cash purchase, own-account 

(subsistence) production, and gifts of goods received and gifts of goods given.  

To assist users in analysing the HIES expenditure data by either item or transaction type Annex 2 contains the 

detailed data for all expenditure items recorded in the HIES, along with the types of transactions.  
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Chapter 1. Population and households  

Concepts and definitions  

This section describes selected characteristics of the population of Vanuatu and the households that they live in . 

The demographic profile includes the population structure by gender and age groups , household size as well as 

the distribution of the populat ion by living arrangements and marital status. 

The HIES surveyed the population living in private  households. A household is a group of persons (or a single 

person) who usually live together and have a  common arrangement for food, such as using a common kitchen 

or a common food budget. The persons may be related to each other or may be non -relatives, including 

servants or other employees, staying with the employer.  The head of the household is for the most part the 

main decision maker, if this person was not available to interview another senior member of the household was 

the household head. Persons living in institutions, such as school dormitories, hospital wards, hostels and 

prisons were excluded from the survey. Also excluded from the survey were expatr iate temporary residents and 

permanent residents who were not residing (and intending to reside) in Vanuatu for at least 12 months.  

Results  

The 2010 HIES counted 249,850 persons living in Vanuatu, of which 51% were male and 49% female. Key 

features of the Vanuatu population are that : 

1. I t is largely rural, with 78% of people living  in households in rural areas 

2. It has a young age structure with 40% of the population aged under 15 years and only 5% aged over 

60 years.  

The province with the larg est population was Shefa which includes the urban area of Port Vila and comprised 

35% of the total population (15% in rural Shefa and 20% in Port Vila).  

Figure 1 -1 Vanuatu population structure, 10 year age group and sex, 2010 HIES  

 

The population pyramid (Figure 1-1) shows the young age of the population with the flat base of the pyramid , 

about 40% of  the population was aged under 15 years compared to 5% aged 60 years and above.   
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Figure 1 -2 Rural  and urban  population structure  in  10 year age group s, sex  and region , 2010 HIES  

 

The age distribution and region of residence shows the different age composition of the urban and rural 

population (Figure 1-2). The urban population had a more even distribution of the population aged under 30 

years compared to the rural population whic h has a much younger distribution.  

On average 4.9 (or five) people usually lived together in one household, with the largest households in Torba, 

Sanma, Shefa and Tafea provinces. Urban households were on average slightly larger than rural ones with an 

average of 5.2 people.  

There were 6,660 or 13% of households where a female was the head of the household (essentially the person 

in charge of the household, although this is sometimes interpreted as the most senior person prese nt). 

Households headed by females were smaller in size than those headed by males, with an average of 3.9 people 

compared with 5.1 people in male-headed households. Because of their smaller size, households headed by 

females had a higher per capita expenditure level at Vt 16,400 per month than compared to male headed 

households (Vt 15,700). However female headed households had lower average household expenditure at Vt 

64,600 compared with male-headed households (Vt 79,600). Despite the variation in household size, male 

headed households within rural Shefa (excluding Port Vila) had higher average household expenditure at Vt 

90,400 compared to households headed by females at Vt 77,900.  

Figure 1 -3 Dependency ratio , province, regio n, number of dependents per 100 working aged population, 2010 
HIES  

 

In Vanuatu there were 82 dependent persons aged under 15 or 60 years and over for every 100 people aged 

between 15 and 59 years, with the highest dependency ratio found in Tafea where the re were 122 dependents 

for every 100 people of working age (Figure 1-3). Alternatively, t his rate can be interpreted as 82% of the 

population was dependent on the working age group, which increased to 122% dependency in Tafea. When the 

6 

5 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

6 

5 

6 

4 

3 

1 

1 

21 

17 

9 

10 

7 

5 

5 

21 

15 

11 

11 

7 

5 

4 

0-9

10-19

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60+Males Females 

Dark shading shows population in rural areas, light shading shows urban 

87 87 

105 

89 

69 

122 

67 
56 

92 

59 

82 

Torba Sanma (rural)Penama MalampaShefa (rural) Tafea Luganville Port Vila Rural Urban Vanuatu

Dependency ratio: the number of persons aged less than 15 years and 60 years and over per 100 people aged 15 - 59 

In Tafea for every 100 persons aged 15 - 59 years 
there were 122 aged less than 15 years and 60 
years and over.  



Chapter 1 Population and Households 

16 

sex of the household head was taken into account, female headed households in Tafea, Malampa and Penama 

had more dependents than economically active persons with dependency ratios over 100. The urban areas of 

Luganville and Port Vila had the lowest dependency ratios for slightly different reasons: in Luganville there was 

a relatively low proportion of people aged under 14 and 60 years and over, whereas in Port Vila th ere were 

more people in the working  age group.  

Differences between the number of males and females can be seen in the sex ratio. In 2010, the sex ratio for 

the whole of Vanuatu was 103 males for every 100 females. The urban area of Luganville had the high est sex 

ratio of 110: for every 100 females there were 110 males showing that females were outnumbered by males.  

Households comprising of a head and his or her spouse and their children (the so-called ónuclear familyô) made 

up 51% of all households and ext ended families 24% of households (Figure 1-4). Almost one in three 

households (31%) consisted of an extended family where the head and spouse live with children, gran dchildren 

and/or other relatives. Overall 13% of all households were headed by someone without a spouse or partner ï 

so called ólone headô households. The HIES highlighted the fundamentally different structure of female- and 

male-headed households where female heads were far more likely to be living alone or as a solo parent with her 

children and other relations (lone head with children and extended family).  

Figure 1 -4 Vanuatu household arrangements, percent  of total household s, 2010 HIES  

 

Just over two thirds or 68% of the adult population (people aged 15 years and over) were legally married or 

living in a de facto relationship at the time of the HIES, and a further 28% were never married. A slightly higher 

proportion of females were married or l iving as married than males with 59% compared to 57% of males . A 

further 5% of adult women were widowed, compared with 2% of males.   
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Statistical tables  

Table 1 -1 Province, age group and sex, 2010 HIES  

Age Group 

Province   

Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural  Luganville Port Vila Urban Vanuatu 

Total 9,710 35,240 31,100 37,600 37,280 34,360 185,290 15,110 49,450 64,560 249,850 

0ς4 1,280 4,990 5,110 4,960 4,470 5,670 26,480 1,850 6,490 8,340 34,820 

5ς9 1,240 5,020 4,650 5,280 4,200 5,770 26,160 1,810 5,300 7,110 33,270 

10ς14 1,350 4,550 4,170 4,700 4,480 5,600 24,860 1,750 4,650 6,400 31,250 

15ς19 1,020 3,260 2,120 2,570 3,900 2,380 15,260 1,440 5,270 6,720 21,980 

20ς24 800 2,710 1,900 2,500 3,240 2,050 13,210 1,370 6,050 7,420 20,630 

25ς29 640 2,340 2,260 2,730 2,590 1,990 12,560 1,210 5,050 6,260 18,820 

30ς34 590 2,540 2,240 2,750 2,730 2,380 13,230 1,130 3,750 4,880 18,110 

35ς39 650 2,570 2,010 2,410 2,760 2,250 12,640 1,100 3,330 4,430 17,070 

40ς44 510 1,790 1,550 2,310 2,200 1,280 9,640 830 3,210 4,040 13,680 

45ς49 470 1,450 1,240 1,870 2,060 1,230 8,320 880 2,040 2,930 11,240 

50ς54 250 1,130 950 1,660 1,510 1,100 6,600 560 1,760 2,320 8,920 

55ς59 250 1,080 920 1,130 1,110 770 5,270 540 1,170 1,710 6,980 

60ς64 250 600 600 820 850 730 3,850 310 640 950 4,800 

65+ 420 1,190 1,380 1,900 1,170 1,150 7,210 330 740 1,070 8,280 

Males 4,910 18,100 16,010 18,670 19,120 16,650 93,470 7,910 25,210 33,120 126,590 

0ς4 580 2,600 2,710 2,490 2,320 2,750 13,440 910 3,340 4,250 17,700 

5ς9 630 2,660 2,430 2,670 2,100 2,830 13,330 970 2,670 3,630 16,970 

10ς14 700 2,540 2,460 2,360 2,440 2,850 13,340 1,020 2,640 3,660 17,000 

15ς19 560 1,520 1,130 1,350 2,020 1,160 7,750 800 2,380 3,180 10,930 

20ς24 390 1,260 850 970 1,740 730 5,930 670 2,940 3,610 9,550 

25ς29 320 980 1,010 1,120 1,350 940 5,720 560 2,400 2,960 8,680 

30ς34 300 1,240 1,090 1,430 1,200 1,180 6,460 580 2,090 2,670 9,130 

35ς39 300 1,460 940 1,120 1,300 1,060 6,190 470 1,590 2,060 8,250 

40ς44 260 930 800 1,370 1,220 560 5,140 430 1,600 2,040 7,180 

45ς49 230 740 540 780 1,080 640 4,010 470 1,180 1,650 5,660 

50ς54 110 590 560 880 680 510 3,330 310 1,000 1,310 4,640 

55ς59 130 640 440 600 540 430 2,780 310 630 930 3,710 

60ς64 130 250 340 470 450 380 2,010 170 350 520 2,530 

65+ 260 700 710 1,050 680 630 4,030 240 390 630 4,660 

Females 4,800 17,130 15,090 18,930 18,160 17,710 91,820 7,200 24,240 31,450 123,270 

0ς4 700 2,390 2,400 2,480 2,140 2,930 13,040 940 3,140 4,090 17,130 

5ς9 600 2,370 2,210 2,610 2,100 2,930 12,830 840 2,640 3,480 16,300 

10ς14 650 2,020 1,710 2,340 2,050 2,750 11,510 730 2,010 2,740 14,250 

15ς19 460 1,740 990 1,220 1,880 1,220 7,520 650 2,890 3,530 11,050 

20ς24 410 1,450 1,060 1,530 1,510 1,330 7,280 690 3,110 3,800 11,080 

25ς29 310 1,370 1,260 1,610 1,240 1,060 6,840 650 2,650 3,300 10,140 

30ς34 290 1,300 1,140 1,320 1,530 1,200 6,780 550 1,660 2,200 8,980 

35ς39 350 1,110 1,070 1,280 1,460 1,180 6,450 630 1,740 2,370 8,820 

40ς44 260 860 750 940 980 720 4,490 400 1,600 2,010 6,500 

45ς49 240 710 700 1,080 980 590 4,310 410 860 1,270 5,580 

50ς54 140 540 390 780 830 600 3,270 250 760 1,010 4,280 

55ς59 130 440 480 520 570 350 2,490 240 540 780 3,270 

60ς64 120 350 260 350 400 360 1,840 140 290 430 2,270 

65+ 160 490 670 850 490 520 3,180 80 350 440 3,620 
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Table 1 -2 Province, age group and sex, percent total population , 2010 HIES  

Age group 
Province   

Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural  Luganville Port Vila Urban Vanuatu 

Total 3.9 14.1 12.4 15.0 14.9 13.8 74.2 6.0 19.8 25.8 100.0 

0ς4 0.5 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.8 2.3 10.6 0.7 2.6 3.3 13.9 

5ς9 0.5 2.0 1.9 2.1 1.7 2.3 10.5 0.7 2.1 2.8 13.3 

10ς14 0.5 1.8 1.7 1.9 1.8 2.2 9.9 0.7 1.9 2.6 12.5 

15ς19 0.4 1.3 0.8 1.0 1.6 1.0 6.1 0.6 2.1 2.7 8.8 

20ς24 0.3 1.1 0.8 1.0 1.3 0.8 5.3 0.5 2.4 3.0 8.3 

25ς29 0.3 0.9 0.9 1.1 1.0 0.8 5.0 0.5 2.0 2.5 7.5 

30ς34 0.2 1.0 0.9 1.1 1.1 1.0 5.3 0.5 1.5 2.0 7.2 

35ς39 0.3 1.0 0.8 1.0 1.1 0.9 5.1 0.4 1.3 1.8 6.8 

40ς44 0.2 0.7 0.6 0.9 0.9 0.5 3.9 0.3 1.3 1.6 5.5 

45ς49 0.2 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.5 3.3 0.4 0.8 1.2 4.5 

50ς54 0.1 0.5 0.4 0.7 0.6 0.4 2.6 0.2 0.7 0.9 3.6 

55ς59 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.3 2.1 0.2 0.5 0.7 2.8 

60ς64 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 1.5 0.1 0.3 0.4 1.9 

65+ 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.8 0.5 0.5 2.9 0.1 0.3 0.4 3.3 

Males 3.9 14.3 12.6 14.7 15.1 13.2 73.8 6.2 19.9 26.2 100.0 

0ς4 0.2 1.0 1.1 1.0 0.9 1.1 5.4 0.4 1.3 1.7 7.1 

5ς9 0.3 1.1 1.0 1.1 0.8 1.1 5.3 0.4 1.1 1.5 6.8 

10ς14 0.3 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.0 1.1 5.3 0.4 1.1 1.5 6.8 

15ς19 0.2 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.5 3.1 0.3 1.0 1.3 4.4 

20ς24 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.3 2.4 0.3 1.2 1.4 3.8 

25ς29 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.4 2.3 0.2 1.0 1.2 3.5 

30ς34 0.1 0.5 0.4 0.6 0.5 0.5 2.6 0.2 0.8 1.1 3.7 

35ς39 0.1 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.4 2.5 0.2 0.6 0.8 3.3 

40ς44 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.2 2.1 0.2 0.6 0.8 2.9 

45ς49 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.3 1.6 0.2 0.5 0.7 2.3 

50ς54 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.2 1.3 0.1 0.4 0.5 1.9 

55ς59 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 1.1 0.1 0.3 0.4 1.5 

60ς64 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.8 0.1 0.1 0.2 1.0 

65+ 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3 1.6 0.1 0.2 0.3 1.9 

Females 3.9 13.9 12.2 15.4 14.7 14.4 74.5 5.8 19.7 25.5 100.0 

0ς4 0.3 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.2 5.2 0.4 1.3 1.6 6.9 

5ς9 0.2 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.8 1.2 5.1 0.3 1.1 1.4 6.5 

10ς14 0.3 0.8 0.7 0.9 0.8 1.1 4.6 0.3 0.8 1.1 5.7 

15ς19 0.2 0.7 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.5 3.0 0.3 1.2 1.4 4.4 

20ς24 0.2 0.6 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.5 2.9 0.3 1.2 1.5 4.4 

25ς29 0.1 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.4 2.7 0.3 1.1 1.3 4.1 

30ς34 0.1 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5 2.7 0.2 0.7 0.9 3.6 

35ς39 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.5 2.6 0.3 0.7 0.9 3.5 

40ς44 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3 1.8 0.2 0.6 0.8 2.6 

45ς49 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.2 1.7 0.2 0.3 0.5 2.2 

50ς54 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 1.3 0.1 0.3 0.4 1.7 

55ς59 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 1.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 1.3 

60ς64 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.7 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.9 

65+ 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 1.3 0.0 0.1 0.2 1.4 
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Table 1 -3 Province, broad age group and sex, 2010 HIES  

  Broad age group and sex       

 

0ς14 15ς59 60+ Total 

 Province  Male   Female  Total   Male  Female Total  Male  Female Total  Male  Female Total 

Vanuatu  51,660 47,680 99,350 67,730 69,700 137,430 7,190 5,880 13,080 126,590 123,270 249,850 

Torba  1,910 1,950 3,860 2,610 2,570 5,180 390 280 670 4,910 4,800 9,710 

Samna  7,790 6,780 14,570 9,360 9,520 18,880 950 840 1,790 18,100 17,130 35,240 

Penama  7,610 6,320 13,930 7,360 7,840 15,200 1,050 920 1,970 16,010 15,090 31,100 

Malampa  7,510 7,430 14,950 9,640 10,290 19,930 1,520 1,210 2,720 18,670 18,930 37,600 

Shefa  6,860 6,290 13,150 11,130 10,980 22,110 1,130 890 2,030 19,120 18,160 37,280 

Tafea  8,430 8,610 17,040 7,210 8,230 15,440 1,010 870 1,880 16,650 17,710 34,360 

Rural  40,120 37,380 77,500 47,310 49,420 96,740 6,040 5,020 11,060 93,470 91,820 185,290 

Luganville  2,900 2,510 5,410 4,610 4,470 9,070 410 220 630 7,910 7,200 15,110 

Port Vila  8,650 7,790 16,440 15,810 15,810 31,620 740 640 1,390 25,210 24,240 49,450 

Urban  11,550 10,300 21,850 20,420 20,280 40,700 1,150 860 2,020 33,120 31,450 64,560 

Table 1 -4 Province, broad age group, sex and average household size, % total  population , 2010 HIES  

  Age Group and sex   

Total 

Average 
h'hold 

size  

0ς14  15ς59 60+ 

Province  Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Vanuatu  40.8 38.7 39.8 53.5 56.5 55.0 5.7 4.8 5.2 100.0 4.9 

Torba  1.5 1.6 1.5 2.1 2.1 2.1 0.3 0.2 0.3 3.9 5.4 

Samna  6.2 5.5 5.8 7.4 7.7 7.6 0.8 0.7 0.7 14.1 5.0 

Penama  6.0 5.1 5.6 5.8 6.4 6.1 0.8 0.7 0.8 12.4 4.5 

Malampa  5.9 6.0 6.0 7.6 8.3 8.0 1.2 1.0 1.1 15.0 4.3 

Shefa  5.4 5.1 5.3 8.8 8.9 8.8 0.9 0.7 0.8 14.9 5.4 

Tafea  6.7 7.0 6.8 5.7 6.7 6.2 0.8 0.7 0.8 13.8 5.0 

Rural  31.7 30.3 31.0 37.4 40.1 38.7 4.8 4.1 4.4 74.2 4.8 

Luganville  2.3 2.0 2.2 3.6 3.6 3.6 0.3 0.2 0.3 6.0 5.6 

Port Vila  6.8 6.3 6.6 12.5 12.8 12.7 0.6 0.5 0.6 19.8 5.1 

Urban  9.1 8.4 8.7 16.1 16.5 16.3 0.9 0.7 0.8 25.8 5.2 

Table 1 -5 Sex ratio  by province, region and broad age groups,  number of women per 100 males, 2010 HIES  

  Males per 100 females 

Province 0ς14 years 15ς59 years 60+ Total 

Vanuatu 108 97 123 103 

Torba  98 100 139 102 

Samna  115 98 113 106 

Penama  120 94 114 106 

Malampa  101 94 126 99 

Shefa  109 101 127 109 

Tafea  98 87 116 94 

Rural 107 96 121 102 

Luganville  116 103 186 110 

Port Vila  111 100 116 104 

Urban 112 101 134 105 

 

  



Chapter 1 Population and Households 

20 

Table 1 -6 Province, sex of household head, population and households, average monthly expenditure, 2010 
HIES  

 Household characteristics 

Province Occupants H'holds 
Average 

h'hold size 
Average expenditure per 

h'hold per month (Vt ) 
Average expenditure per 

capita per month (Vt ) 

All households 249,850 50,740 4.9 77,600 15,800 

Torba 9,710 1,790 5.4 60,900 11,200 

Sanma 35,240 7,040 5.0 71,400 14,300 

Penama 31,100 6,930 4.5 74,200 16,500 

Malampa 37,600 8,680 4.3 58,100 13,400 

Shefa 37,280 6,960 5.4 88,500 16,500 

Tafea 34,360 6,880 5.0 66,000 13,200 

Rural 185,290 38,270 4.8 70,500 14,600 

Luganville 15,110 2,700 5.6 78,900 14,100 

Port Vila 49,450 9,760 5.1 104,800 20,700 

Urban 64,560 12,470 5.2 99,200 19,200 

Male household head 223,600 44,070 5.1 79,600 15,700 

Torba 8,710 1,560 5.6 63,800 11,400 

Sanma 32,730 6,370 5.1 72,600 14,100 

Penama 28,100 5,990 4.7 77,800 16,600 

Malampa 33,970 7,620 4.5 59,900 13,400 

Shefa 32,480 5,880 5.5 90,400 16,400 

Tafea 30,320 5,800 5.2 69,300 13,200 

Rural 166,320 33,210 5.0 72,800 14,500 

Luganville 13,840 2,410 5.7 79,400 13,800 

Port Vila 43,430 8,450 5.1 106,200 20,700 

Urban 57,280 10,860 5.3 100,300 19,000 

Female household head 26,260 6,660 3.9 64,600 16,400 

Torba 1,000 230 4.3 41,800 9,700 

Sanma 2,500 670 3.8 60,100 16,000 

Penama 3,000 940 3.2 51,800 16,300 

Malampa 3,630 1,060 3.4 45,100 13,200 

Shefa 4,810 1,070 4.5 77,900 17,400 

Tafea 4,040 1,090 3.7 48,500 13,000 

Rural 18,970 5,060 3.8 55,900 14,900 

Luganville 1,270 290 4.4 74,700 17,000 

Port Vila 6,010 1,320 4.6 95,900 21,000 

Urban 7,290 1,610 4.5 92,100 20,300 
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Table 1 -7 Province, household living arrangements and sex of household head, percent  total households , 2010 HIES  

Household living arrangements 

Province           

Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural Luganville Port Vila Urban Vanuatu 

Total 3.5 13.9 13.7 17.1 13.7 13.6 75 5 19 25 100.0 

One person h'hold 0.1 0.5 0.9 1.2 0.9 0.7 4 0 1 1 5.4 

Couple 0.2 1.0 0.8 1.7 0.8 0.7 5 0 1 1 6.5 

Nuclear family 1.9 9.0 7.9 9.3 5.8 6.9 41 3 7 10 51.3 

Lone head - child(ren) 0.2 0.7 0.9 1.1 0.8 1.1 5 0 1 1 5.9 

Extended family - grandchildren only 0.5 1.1 1.0 1.9 0.8 1.4 7 0 1 1 7.8 

Extended family - grandchildren / other relations 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 1.0 0.4 2 0 1 2 4.1 

Extended family - other relations 0.2 0.9 1.1 1.0 1.9 1.7 7 1 5 5 12.1 

Extended family - lone head 0.2 0.4 0.8 0.7 1.7 0.7 4 0 2 2 6.9 

Male head 3.5 14.5 13.6 17.3 13.3 13.1 75.4 5.5 19.2 24.6 100.0 

One person h'hold 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.9 0.9 0.4 3.1 0.1 0.8 0.9 4.1 

Couple 0.2 1.1 0.9 1.9 0.9 0.8 5.8 0.4 1.1 1.5 7.3 

Nuclear family 2.2 10.0 9.0 10.5 6.6 7.9 46.3 3.4 8.3 11.7 57.9 

Lone head - child(ren) 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 1.4 0.1 0.3 0.4 1.7 

Extended family - grandchildren only 0.5 1.1 1.0 1.9 0.7 1.3 6.5 0.4 0.8 1.3 7.8 

Extended family - grandchildren / other relations 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 1.2 0.5 2.7 0.3 1.5 1.8 4.6 

Extended family - other relations 0.2 1.0 1.3 1.1 2.1 1.8 7.5 0.6 5.3 5.9 13.4 

Extended family - lone head 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.9 0.2 2.1 0.2 0.9 1.1 3.2 

Female head 3.5 10.0 14.1 15.9 16.1 16.3 75.9 4.3 19.8 24.1 100.0 

One person h'hold 0.2 1.7 3.4 3.1 1.5 2.3 12.3 0.3 1.8 2.1 14.4 

Couple 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.8 0.3 0.5 0.8 1.6 

Nuclear family 0.2 2.2 0.7 1.1 0.2 0.6 5.0 0.3 2.0 2.4 7.3 

Lone head - child(ren) 1.5 3.2 5.2 6.1 5.1 6.6 27.6 1.9 4.1 6.0 33.6 

Extended family - grandchildren only 0.5 0.7 1.3 1.5 1.0 2.0 7.2 0.5 0.3 0.8 7.9 

Extended family - grandchildren / other relations 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.8 

Extended family - other relations 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.8 1.1 2.6 0.2 0.8 0.9 3.5 

Extended family - lone head 0.9 1.6 3.2 3.7 7.0 3.7 20.2 0.8 9.9 10.7 30.9 
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Table 1 -8 Province, household living arrangements and sex of household head, average monthly household expenditure , 2010 HIES  

Household living arrangements 

Province    

Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural Luganville Port Vila Urban Vanuatu 

Total 60,600 70,700 72,500 57,000 86,300 65,100 69,300 77,700 102,700 97,300 76,200 

One person h'hold 19,200 40,100 26,600 32,500 57,400 43,800 39,100 47,900 57,800 56,300 42,600 

Couple 54,000 57,000 58,700 35,600 104,900 34,500 54,500 57,600 76,900 72,200 58,300 

Nuclear family 58,300 72,000 74,000 59,700 71,900 64,900 67,700 76,200 89,200 85,500 71,300 

Lone head - child(ren) 35,800 53,600 58,500 46,700 49,600 44,800 49,400 62,400 95,200 85,300 56,000 

Extended family - grandchildren only 61,900 78,200 82,700 67,400 65,700 72,700 72,100 85,700 101,200 95,600 75,700 

Extended family - grandchildren / other relations 90,100 91,100 148,500 119,100 131,000 96,100 118,300 106,600 132,100 128,100 122,300 

Extended family - other relations 104,000 92,900 105,100 71,800 115,700 90,200 97,900 98,100 132,100 128,500 111,200 

Extended family - lone head 56,800 65,400 58,800 54,100 110,500 51,300 76,800 73,900 101,700 98,500 84,300 

Male head 63,400 71,900 75,900 58,900 88,500 68,300 71,500 78,300 104,100 98,400 78,200 

One person h'hold 19,700 41,200 30,600 41,500 55,000 48,100 43,700 39,600 62,900 59,400 47,400 

Couple 53,500 56,800 58,700 35,600 107,500 34,500 54,500 57,100 75,000 70,800 57,800 

Nuclear family 58,000 71,500 74,300 59,500 72,100 65,000 67,600 75,600 88,900 85,100 71,200 

Lone head - child(ren) 42,700 51,500 57,600 59,500 28,600 36,300 48,100 57,400 98,800 88,500 56,300 

Extended family - grandchildren only 65,600 81,100 84,600 69,000 71,400 78,800 75,500 84,500 99,000 94,100 78,500 

Extended family - grandchildren / other relations 90,100 91,100 148,500 119,100 133,600 96,100 119,200 106,600 133,700 129,200 123,200 

Extended family - other relations 105,600 94,400 105,600 72,900 115,600 92,500 98,900 97,100 131,800 128,300 111,900 

Extended family - lone head 71,700 71,500 62,000 48,500 131,000 58,300 89,600 82,900 110,400 105,700 95,200 

Female head 41,500 58,900 50,500 43,600 74,600 48,000 54,400 72,800 93,900 90,100 63,000 

One person h'hold 18,100 38,600 22,400 16,400 66,700 38,600 31,400 70,500 42,500 47,000 33,700 

Couple 64,500 61,500 61,800 

 

45,900 

 

57,000 62,400 105,700 91,400 73,500 

Nuclear family 79,600 85,500 46,900 71,300 26,300 62,900 72,100 110,600 97,200 99,100 80,800 

Lone head - child(ren) 34,400 54,900 58,800 42,000 54,900 47,200 49,800 63,900 93,700 84,100 55,900 

Extended family - grandchildren only 40,600 47,600 72,900 54,000 38,500 46,600 51,500 92,000 151,400 112,000 57,300 

Extended family - grandchildren / other relations     53,200 

 

53,200 

 

100,700 100,700 85,000 

Extended family - other relations 61,400 37,200 81,300 39,900 116,900 65,200 78,300 123,900 142,700 139,300 94,500 

Extended family - lone head 49,800 58,600 56,100 57,000 93,900 48,800 68,000 60,400 96,400 93,600 76,900 
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Table 1 -9 Population aged 15 years and over, province, marital status and sex, 2010 HIES  

Marital status  

Province    

Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural Luganville Port Vila Urban Vanuatu 

Total 5,850 20,670 17,170 22,650 24,130 17,320 107,800 9,700 33,010 42,710 150,510 

Never Married 1,720 5,260 3,980 5,440 7,420 3,660 27,490 2,850 11,960 14,820 42,310 

Married / living as married 3,710 13,430 11,610 14,880 13,150 11,940 68,730 5,250 13,630 18,880 87,620 

Separated / divorced 210 1,310 670 1,460 2,760 980 7,390 1,440 6,470 7,910 15,310 

Widowed 200 660 910 880 800 740 4,180 150 950 1,100 5,280 

Males 3,000 10,310 8,410 11,160 12,260 8,220 53,350 5,010 16,560 21,570 74,920 

Never Married 1,040 2,770 2,190 2,940 4,320 1,810 15,060 1,690 6,660 8,350 23,410 

Married / living as married 1,810 6,700 5,700 7,290 6,460 5,790 33,750 2,560 6,570 9,130 42,890 

Separated / divorced 90 640 320 710 1,270 470 3,490 700 3,090 3,790 7,290 

Widowed 60 200 200 220 220 150 1,040 60 240 290 1,340 

Females 2,850 10,360 8,770 11,490 11,870 9,100 54,440 4,690 16,450 21,140 75,580 

Never Married 690 2,490 1,800 2,500 3,110 1,850 12,430 1,160 5,300 6,460 18,900 

Married / living as married 1,900 6,730 5,910 7,590 6,690 6,160 34,980 2,690 7,060 9,750 44,730 

Separated / divorced 120 670 360 740 1,500 510 3,900 740 3,380 4,120 8,020 

Widowed 140 460 710 660 580 580 3,140 100 710 810 3,940 
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Table 1 -10  Population aged 15 years and over, province, marital status and sex, percent  of each sex, 2010 HIES  

Marital Status 

Province           

Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural Luganville Port Vila Urban  Vanuatu 

Total 3.9 13.7 11.4 15.1 16.0 11.5 71.6 6.4 21.9 28.4 100.0 

Never Married 0.9 3.3 2.4 3.3 4.1 2.4 16.4 1.5 7.0 8.6 25.0 

Married / living as married 2.5 8.9 7.8 10.0 8.8 8.1 46.3 3.6 9.3 12.9 59.2 

Separated / divorced 0.2 0.9 0.5 1.0 2.0 0.7 5.2 1.0 4.5 5.5 10.6 

Widowed 0.2 0.6 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 4.2 0.1 0.9 1.1 5.2 

Males 4.0 13.8 11.2 14.9 16.4 11.0 71.2 6.7 22.1 28.8 100.0 

Never Married 1.4 3.7 2.9 3.9 5.8 2.4 20.1 2.3 8.9 11.1 31.2 

Married / living as married 2.4 8.9 7.6 9.7 8.6 7.7 45.1 3.4 8.8 12.2 57.2 

Separated / divorced 0.1 0.9 0.4 1.0 1.7 0.6 4.7 0.9 4.1 5.1 9.7 

Widowed 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 1.4 0.1 0.3 0.4 1.8 

Females 3.8 13.7 11.6 15.2 15.7 12.0 72.0 6.2 21.8 28.0 100.0 

Never Married 0.9 3.3 2.4 3.3 4.1 2.4 16.4 1.5 7.0 8.6 25.0 

Married / living as married 2.5 8.9 7.8 10.0 8.8 8.1 46.3 3.6 9.3 12.9 59.2 

Separated / divorced 0.2 0.9 0.5 1.0 2.0 0.7 5.2 1.0 4.5 5.5 10.6 

Widowed 0.2 0.6 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 4.2 0.1 0.9 1.1 5.2 
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Chapter 2. Income and expenditure  

Concepts and definitions  

This section provides detailed information on the income and expenditure patterns of households in Vanuatu. 

The income and expenditure information from the HIES is used in a number of ways, including provid ing 

information to:  

Á assess patterns of income and expenditure in the different provinces 

Á update the consumer price index items and their expenditure weights  

Á update estimates for the value of goods produced and consumed in the home (so called own-account or 

subsistence production) 

Á update estimates for the household sector for national accounts  

Á provide benchmark estimates for poverty and other measures of (in)equality  

When summarising the economic situation of households, it is important to use appropriate definitions of 

income, expenditure, wealth, and so on. The Vanuatu HIES collected data on household income and 

expenditure. But not all the receipts of money collected in the HIES should be regarded as income, and not all 

payments of money should be regarded as expenditure. On the other hand, some income and expenditure does 

not involve money, especially the non-cash income and consumption of subsistence agriculture and other 

production on own account.  

It is necessary to define what is meant by income and e xpenditure in order to specify which data items are to 

be included in total income and total expenditure for HIES output.  

Household income consists of all receipts whether monetary or in kind (goods and services) that are received by 

the household or by individual members of the household at annual or more frequent intervals, but exclude s 

windfall gains and other such irregular and typically onetime receipts. Household income receipts are available 

for current consumption and do not reduce the net worth of  the household through a reduction of its cash, the 

disposal of its other financial or non -financial assets, or an increase in its liabilities. 

Household income may be defined to cover: (i) income from employment (both paid and self -employment); (ii) 

property income; (iii) income from the production of household goods and services for own consumption; and 

(iv) current transfers received  (gifts received) 

Household consumption expenditure is the value of consumer goods and services acquired, used or paid for by 

a household through direct monetary purchases, own-account production, barter or as income in -kind for the 

satisfaction of the needs and wants of its members. Consumer goods and services are those used by a 

household to directly satisfy the personal needs and wants of its members. 

Household expenditure is defined as the sum of household consumption expenditure and the non-consumption 

expenditures of the household. The latter are those expenditures incur red by a household as transfer payments 

made to government, non-profit institutions and other households, without acquiring any goods or services in 

return for the satisfaction of the needs of its members, such as donations to charity. Household expenditure 

represents the total outlay that a household has t o make to satisfy its needs and meet its ñlegalò commitments. 

In this analysis imputed rents for owner -occupied dwellings and rent-free dwellings have been included in the 

detailed expenditure tables.  

Working persons have been defined as those aged 10 years and over working for pay, salary profit or income -

in-kind, as well as unpaid (volunteer) workers and subsistence workers.  
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Results  

Household income  

The 2010 HIES estimate for total annual income for all private households was 49,874 million Vatu, with sources 

grouped by income from wages and salaries, sales of agricultural products including fish and seafood, sale of 

handicrafts, other cash income and own account production (subsistence), net income in -kind and gifts received 

(Figure 2-1). Other cash income includes income from superannuation, rent and income as a non-working 

proprietor. At the national level income from wages and salaries was estimated at 19,503 million Vatu annually, 

representing 39% of all income, with 36% of households having income from this source. A large majority of 

households ï 84% overall, 59% urban and 92% rural ï received income from own account production ï goods 

produced and consumed in the home (food, firewood and so on), which was valued at 15,166 million Vatu 

annually (note that this is considered to be income when the item is produced and expenditure because it is 

assumed to have been consumed or used by the household). Just over two-thirds or 67% of all households 

were engaged in the sale of agricultural products, fish and seafood and handicrafts, generating an estimated 

annual income of 13,020 million Vatu; representing just over one quarter 26% of total national income  (see 

Chapter 7 for more detailed analysis of this income source). 

Figure 2 -1 Source of hous ehold income (million Vatu ), 2010  HIES  

 

  Rural Urban Vanuatu 

Source of income Annual Month Annual Month Annual Month 

Wages & salaries 8,909 742 10,594 883 19,503 1,625 

Home consumption 13,972 1,164 1,194 99 15,166 1,264 

Household enterprise 11,441 953 1,579 132 13,020 1,085 

Other cash income 283 24 230 19 513 43 

Gifts received 1,244 104 429 36 1,673 139 

Total income (million Vatu) 35,848 2,987 14,027 1,169 49,874 4,156 
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Figure 2 -2 Source of household income, urban and rural areas, 2010  HIES  

Rural  Urban  

           

Nine-out-of-ten households, 90%, had some form of cash income ï with 99% of urban households and 91% of 

rural households having ócashô sources of income (Figure 2-2). Average monthly household income in urban 

households was estimated at VT 97,500, compared with VT 79,500 in rural areas; or in per capita terms VT 

18,700 per person per month in urban areas and VT 16,400 per person per month in rural areas . It shows that 

urban households rely on wages and salaries from labour activities as their main source of income whereas rural 

households rely mainly on home consumption (subsistence) and household enterprises based around the sale of 

agricultural products, handicrafts and other goods produced in the home . 

While the overall average rural household income was lower than the urban one, when household income was 

ranked from lowest to highest according to percentiles, (basically the distribution of household income is divided 

into 10 equal sized groups of households), rural average household income was similar to urban average 

household income up to the fifth percentile, or median income  (Figure 2-3). A small proportion of  rural 

households had very high household incomes resulting in higher rural average household income in the highest 

ï 10th ï percentile.  

Figure 2 -3 Monthly household income percentile  and average monthly income , urban and rur al areas, 2010  
HIES  

 

Generally comparing income and expenditure from household economic surveys is problematic because of 

different órecallô periods and the level of detailed information collected. Typically more detailed information is 

collected about daily, weekly, fortnightly (every two weeks), monthly and annual expenditure; while information 

about income is collected about current pay period, or month or year. This is one of the reasons why many 

analysts prefer not to compare income and expenditure and to analyse information on expenditure or income 

separately. Another reason is that many think that income is not accurately reported by respondents, and also 

many people have óirregularô sources of income, such as income from casual labour or ad hoc business activities, 

which are difficult to derive accurate annual estimates from.  

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

A
v
e

ra
g

e
 h

'h
o

ld
 in

c
o

m
e 

H'hold income percentile 

Urban Rural



Chapter 2 Income and Expenditure 

28 

Figure 2 -4 Monthly household income and expenditure, both less than VT 500,000, 2010  HIES  

 

When monthly household income and expenditure are compared, in very general terms, household expenditure 

tended to be higher than household income, with 57% of households having higher expenditure than income 

(Figure 2-5). Households tend to spend more than their  level of incomes and tend to under -estimate or under-

report income. This spending may have been financed by savings and or borrowings. From figures 2ï4 and 2ï5 

the general trend or convergence zone was that income is slightly higher than expenditure in the lowest income 

households, then for the majority of households expenditure was higher than income, and in higher income 

households, income tended to be higher than expenditure. While overall averages or comparisons between 

income and expenditure indicate higher incomes than expenditure, this was not a universal condition for all 

households.  

Figure 2 -5 Monthly house hold income and e xpenditure, 2010  HIES  

 
Households not providing income information not included in chart.  

Household expenditure   

The 2010 HIES estimate for total annual expenditure for all private households was estimated at 46,369 million 

Vatu, with sources grouped by broad expenditure category into food; housing; household operation; clothing 

and footwear;  transport; alcohol, tobacco and kava; miscellaneous purchases (includes expenditure for health 

and education goods and services, leisure, and other goods and services), non-consumption expenditure 

(contributions to organisations, gifts, donations, fines and maintenance)  and gifts received (it is assumed that 

gifts received are consumed by the household and are therefore included in expenditure). In addition it is 

possible to analyse each of the relevant expenditure groups by whether the item was purchased for cash or 
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credit or produced by the household (own -account or subsistence production). Every expenditure transaction 

recorded in the HIES was allocated an óitem codeô which has been grouped into the ómajor groupsô used in this 

analysis. More detailed óitem codeô information is available from the Vanuatu National Statistics Office, see also 

Annex 2. 

At the national level food expenditure was e stimated at 25,944 million Vatu annually, representing 56% of all 

expenditure: just over half of all spending in Vanuatu was for food  (Figure 2-6). Spending on household 

operation accounted for 14% of total expenditure, estimated at 6,340 million Vatu annually. Household 

operation includes fuel and lighting, communications, household supplies, appliances, equipment, furnishings 

and furniture. Expenditure on miscellaneous goods and services accounted for 6% of total expenditure at an 

estimated 2,667 million Vatu in 2010. Expenditure on alcohol, kava and tobacco products was estimated at 

2,132 million Vatu annually, 5% of total expenditure, and probably lower than actual spending on these items 

as some people are reluctant to report expenditure on these k inds of items.  

Figure 2 -6 Type of household expenditure, 20 10  HIES  

 

  Rural Urban Vanuatu 

Type of expenditure Annual Month Annual Month Annual Month 

Food 19,761 1,647 6,183 515 25,944 2,162 

Housing 1,537 128 1,629 136 3,166 264 

House hold operation 3,570 297 2,770 231 6,340 528 

Clothing & foot wear 75 6 96 8 171 14 

Transport 1,279 107 1,188 99 2,466 206 

Alcohol, kava & tobacco 1,449 121 682 57 2,132 178 

Miscellaneous 1,608 134 1,059 88 2,667 222 

Non-consumption 2,180 182 816 68 2,996 250 

Gifts received 353 29 135 11 487 41 

Total (million Vatu) 31,812 2,651 14,558 1,213 46,369 3,864 
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Figure 2 -7 Type of household expenditure, urban and rural areas, 20 10  HIES  

Rural  Urban  

  

Food constitutes most of b oth urban and rural households spending followed by household operations (Figure 

2-7). Other non-consumption expenditure includes gifts of goods and cash given to the community, church and 

other households in Vanuatu and overseas and this is an important expenditure group for rural households. 

Urban households spent a higher proportion on housing and household operations than rural ones, but rural 

households had higher food expenditure, which includes food produced and consumed by the household.  

Figure 2 -8 Average household monthly expenditure by g roup, urban and rural areas, 2010  HIES  

 
Hôhold operation = Household operation 

Given the significance of the proportion of food expenditure of total expenditure, it is not surprising that it had 

the highest average expenditure of the expenditure groups, estimated at Vt 43,000 per household a month in 

rural areas and Vt 41,300 in urban areas (Figure 2-8). Average monthly expenditure in urban areas was 

generally higher than that in rural areas with the notable exception of av erage spending on food. The largest 

differences between the rural and urban areas occurred in the housing , gifts received and household operation 

groups.  

It was estimated that 69% of expenditure was in the rural areas, with a household average monthly 

expenditure of Vt 69,300 compared with Vt 97,300 in urban areas. The highest monthly average expenditure 

was in Port Vila households, at Vt 102,800 per month compared with Malampa at Vt 57,000 per month.  It is 

possible to use the annual average rate of inflat ion to show what 2006 average expenditure would be like in 

2010 Vatu terms. The aggregate annual rate of inflation was applied to the 2006 HIES average household 

expenditure data to give an idea of how expenditure changed over the four years between the su rveys. Figure 
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2-9 shows that average expenditure in urban areas has not changed a great deal since 2006 and the largest 

increases have been in rural areas of Sanma, Torba, Shefa and Tafea.  

Figure 2-9 Average monthly household expenditure, province, 2006 & 2010 HIES  

 

All expenditure transactions were classified according to if the good or service was a cash purchase, produced in 

the household (own account or subsistence production), goods received instead of cash income (income-in-

kind), gifts and so on. Subsistence production was very important in Vanuatu households, 82% of which had 

some form of subsistence or own account production. Overall 92% of subsistence production was in r ural 

households, reflecting the traditional lifestyles in rural areas, the limited cash retail sector in rural areas; 

relatively low rural cash incomes, as well as the increasing monetization and significance of the urban cash retail 

sector (see Annex 2). 

Figure 2-10  Average monthly household subsistence consumption expenditure, region, 2 010 HIES  

 

Households produced 51% of their food consumed; 20% of alcohol, kava and tobacco and 19% of household 

operation items ( firewood mats etc). On average each month rural households consumed Vt 29,300 worth of 

food from their own garden ( Figure 2-10). The HIES underestimated the value of own account production 

because information on the purchase or production of gifts given and received, many of which are produced in 

the home, was not collected.  
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Figure 2 -11  Household expenditure percentile and average household mon thly expenditure, urban and rural 
areas , 2010  HIES  

 

Average rural monthly household expenditure was lower than the urban average for expenditure percentiles up 

to the highest percentile (Figure 2-11). This is because there were a few rural households with very large 

expenditure during the HIES ï possibly hosting a special event of some kind ï and this increased the average 

household expenditure in the highest percentile (10) .  

Poverty  

A detailed analysis of relative poverty was undertaken using the HIES data for both 2010 and 2006 . A series of 

national poverty lines were derived, for Vanuatu, rural areas, Port Vila and Luganville, and comparisons made 

with the results of the poverty analysis against the 2006 HIES.   

Poverty analysis is primarily concerned with identifying within a society who the poor are and who are the most 

disadvantaged, where they live and what characteristics distinguish them from their óbetter offô neighbours. In 

order to be able to develop pro -poor policies and strategies it is necessary to try to understand why some 

households are poor and not others.  

Á Food Poverty Line (FPL):  In 2010 on average every person (in adult equivalent terms)  needed 1,178 

Vatu a week to have enough food to meet essential nutritional requirements: 1,538 Vatu in Port Vila 

where more food items were purchased from stores; 1,060 Vatu in rural areas where more food items 

were produced in the home; and 1,375 in Luganville which was a mix of store bought food and home 

produce.  

Á Basic Needs Poverty Line (BNPL): On average every person (in adult equivalent terms)  spent a 

total of 583 Vatu a week on non-food items such as shelter, transport, health care, education and to 

meet family and community obligations which is added to the Food Poverty Line to give a Basic Needs 

Poverty Line of 1,761 Vatu. This increased to 1,328 Vatu in Port Vila, 690 Vatu in Luganville and 

decreased to 504 Vatu in rural areas.  
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Figure 2 -12  Food Poverty Lines, Non -Food Expenditure and Basic Needs Poverty Lines, 2006 & 2010 HIES  

Vanuatu  Rural Areas  

  
Port Vila  Luganville  

  

At the national level t he average incidence of basic needs poverty, as measured by the Head Count Index (HCI) 

was estimated at 11% of households or 13% of population in 2010; almost unchanged from that of 2006. The 

incidence of basic needs poverty declined slightly in rural areas and Port Vila declined between 2006 and 2010. 

In 2006 12% of the population in rural areas were in basic needs poverty, compared to 10% in 2010. In Port 

Vila basic needs poverty decreased from 20% of the population in 2006 to 18% in 2010. In Luganville basic 

needs poverty increased from 12% of the population in 2006 to 24% of the population in 2010. It has been 

suggested that Port Vila and the rural areas have benefited from the general economic growth, led by tourism, 

favourable commodity prices, increasing overseas remittances and infrastructure investment, Luganville has not 

had access to the same opportunities. At the same time the population of the northern municipality has 

increased, with migrants not moving into their own houses but staying with other households, making poor 

households in Luganville considerably larger than other households in Vanuatu.    
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Figure 2 -13  Incidence of Basic Needs Poverty , 2006 & 2010 HIES  

Vanuatu  Rural Areas  

  
  

Port Vila  Luganville  
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Statistical tables  

Averages based on dividing by the number of households that r eported income or expenditure of that type.  

Table 2 -1 Source of household monthly income, 20 10  HIES  

    
Wages & 

salaries 
Home 

consumption 
Household 
enterprise 

Gifts 
received 

Other cash 
income 

Total monthly 
income 

Vanuatu Total monthly income 1,625,248,500 1,263,796,500 1,084,967,800 139,439,000 42,750,400 4,156,202,100 

  Average h'hold income 89,500 30,200 32,700 11,300 4,200 83,800 

  Average per capita income 16,800 6,100 6,600 2,300 800 17,000 

  % h'holds with income 36% 82% 65% 24% 20% 98% 

Urban Total monthly income 882,852,600 99,488,700 131,570,600 35,789,800 19,184,600 1,168,886,200 

  Average h'hold income 82,800 14,000 39,400 17,900 6,500 97,500 

  Average per capita income 15,800 2,500 7,000 3,200 1,200 18,700 

  % h'holds with income 85% 57% 27% 16% 24% 96% 

Rural Total monthly income 742,395,900 1,164,307,800 953,397,200 103,649,200 23,565,800 2,987,315,900 

  Average h'hold income 98,900 33,600 31,900 10,000 3,200 79,500 

  Average per capita income 18,200 6,900 6,500 2,100 600 16,400 

  % h'holds with income 20% 91% 78% 27% 19% 98% 

Table 2 -2 Income percentile , pro vince and number of households , 20 10  HIES  

  Province    

Income 
percentile Torba Sanma  Penama  Malampa Shefa  Tafea Rural Luganville 

Port 
Vila Urban Total 

1 320 180 730 410 810 560 3,000 330 570 910 3,910 

2 290 450 550 1,080 780 1,150 4,310 310 460 770 5,080 

3 250 690 690 990 530 920 4,080 390 610 1,000 5,080 

4 180 800 650 930 730 930 4,220 350 490 840 5,060 

5 150 690 720 1,050 610 790 4,020 270 790 1,070 5,080 

6 170 630 700 1,010 500 730 3,740 250 1,080 1,330 5,080 

7 160 850 690 1,010 490 600 3,790 220 1,050 1,270 5,060 

8 120 630 780 740 720 520 3,510 210 1,370 1,570 5,080 

9 80 1,050 740 780 550 450 3,650 160 1,270 1,420 5,070 

10 40 990 560 570 900 190 3,260 160 1,660 1,820 5,080 

Total 1,770 6,960 6,800 8,590 6,620 6,840 37,580 2,650 9,340 11,990 49,580 

Table 2 -3 Income percentile , location of household and average monthly household income, 20 10  HIES  

Income 
percentile 

Average monthly h'hold income 

Rural Urban Vanuatu 

1 12,700 10,300 12,100 

2 27,100 30,600 27,600 

3 36,100 42,200 37,300 

4 47,400 45,500 47,100 

5 56,500 63,000 57,900 

6 63,400 76,400 66,800 

7 77,800 87,700 80,300 

8 95,700 106,300 99,000 

9 117,200 133,800 121,900 

10 295,100 229,900 271,800 

Average 79,500 97,500 83,800 
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Table 2 -4 Income quintile, province and avera ge monthly household income, 2010  HIES  

Average monthly 
h'hold income 

Monthly h'hold income quintile   

1st quintile 2nd quintile 3rd quintile 4th quintile 5th quintile Total 

Torba 19,900 42,200 64,600 96,600 303,400 65,800 

Sanma  26,000 44,600 63,000 90,500 173,700 94,000 

Penama 18,000 37,700 57,500 81,500 143,500 67,700 

Malampa 20,700 39,000 53,700 72,600 127,900 60,200 

Shefa 19,600 45,100 70,000 109,400 395,800 131,800 

Tafea 24,200 43,100 59,100 81,500 99,300 53,500 

Rural 21,200 41,800 59,800 86,400 201,100 79,500 

Luganville 21,500 45,400 69,000 99,700 221,300 74,100 

Port Vila 18,400 42,600 70,900 97,700 184,000 104,100 

Urban 19,600 43,700 70,500 98,000 184,000 97,500 

Vanuatu 20,900 42,200 62,300 89,600 196,800 83,800 

Table 2 -5 Province, source of monthly income, average incom e and sex of household head, 2010  HIES  

  Male headed households Female headed households 

Total monthly income, source Rural Urban Vanuatu Rural Urban Vanuatu 

Wages & salaries 691,166,400 796,860,900 1,488,027,300 51,229,500 85,991,700 137,221,200 

Households with income 6,700 9,400 16,000 800 1,300 2,100 

People residing in these h'holds 36,900 49,700 86,700 3,900 6,000 9,900 

% h'holds with income 20 86 36 16 81 32 

Average h'hold income 103,200 84,800 93,000 64,000 66,100 65,300 

Average per capita income 18,700 16,000 17,200 13,100 14,300 13,900 

Home consumption 1,057,898,900 86,047,300 1,143,946,200 106,408,900 13,441,400 119,850,300 

Households with income 30,300 6,100 36,500 4,400 1,000 5,300 

People residing in these h'holds 152,700 34,700 187,400 16,700 4,800 21,500 

% h'holds with income 91 56 83 88 63 80 

Average h'hold income 34,900 14,100 31,300 24,200 13,400 22,600 

Average per capita income 6,900 2,500 6,100 6,400 2,800 5,600 

Household enterprise 885,063,200 113,593,600 998,656,800 68,334,000 17,977,000 86,311,000 

Households with income 26,300 3,000 29,300 3,600 300 3,900 

People residing in these h'holds 133,100 16,800 149,900 13,800 2,000 15,700 

% h'holds with income 79 28 66 72 19 59 

Average h'hold income 33,700 37,900 34,100 19,000 59,900 22,100 

Average per capita income 6,600 6,800 6,700 5,000 9,000 5,500 

Gifts received 85,280,300 29,154,600 114,434,800 18,368,900 6,635,200 25,004,200 

Households with income 8,600 1,700 10,300 1,800 300 2,100 

People residing in these h'holds 43,400 9,900 53,300 6,700 1,300 8,000 

% h'holds with income 26 16 23 36 19 32 

Average h'hold income 9,900 17,100 11,100 10,200 22,100 11,900 

Average per capita income 2,000 2,900 2,100 2,700 5,100 3,100 

     Continued 
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  Male headed households Female headed households 

Total monthly income, source Rural Urban Vanuatu Rural Urban Vanuatu 

Other cash income 22,097,200 15,437,000 37,534,200 1,468,600 3,747,700 5,216,200 

Households with income 6,400 2,500 8,900 800 500 1,300 

People residing in these h'holds 34,100 14,200 48,300 3,300 2,400 5,700 

% h'holds with income 19 23 20 16 31 20 

Average h'hold income 3,500 6,200 4,200 1,800 7,500 4,000 

Average per capita income 600 1,100 800 400 1,600 900 

Total monthly income 2,741,506,100 1,041,093,200 3,782,599,300 245,809,800 127,793,000 373,602,800 

Average h'hold income 83,600 99,200 87,400 51,200 85,200 59,300 

Average per capita income 16,700 18,800 17,200 13,700 18,300 14,900 

Table 2 -6 Size of the household a nd household monthly income, number of households, 2010  HIES  

  Household size   

Household income 1 2-4 5-7 8-10 11+ Total 

Vanuatu 2,740 23,280 20,040 4,110 560 50,740 

Income not reported 160 660 250 80 20 1,160 

<10,000 420 1,140 430 100 

 

2,090 

10,000 - 19,999 430 2,070 1,060 110 

 

3,670 

20,000 - 29,999 450 2,750 1,710 200 10 5,120 

30,000 - 39,999 330 3,190 2,220 180 

 

5,910 

40,000 - 49,999 190 2,870 1,960 240 30 5,300 

50,000 - 59,999 130 2,200 1,960 380 10 4,690 

60,000 - 69,999 60 1,650 1,600 320 40 3,670 

70,000 - 79,999 60 1,300 1,570 330 20 3,280 

80,000 - 89,999 100 1,010 1,010 230 0 2,360 

90,000 - 99,999 70 880 1,060 220 30 2,270 

100,000 - 124,999 140 1,110 1,780 360 60 3,450 

125,000 - 149,999 40 790 1,230 370 110 2,540 

150,000 - 199,999 100 910 1,180 400 70 2,650 

җ нлл,000 50 760 1,020 590 170 2,590 

Rural 2,190 17,820 15,270 2,670 320 38,270 

Income not reported 110 370 180 30 

 

680 

<10,000 380 820 270 90 

 

1,560 

10,000 - 19,999 410 1,840 890 70 

 

3,220 

20,000 - 29,999 330 2,380 1,550 110 

 

4,370 

30,000 - 39,999 220 2,450 1,830 140 

 

4,640 

40,000 - 49,999 130 2,270 1,570 220 30 4,230 

50,000 - 59,999 100 1,630 1,520 270 10 3,530 

60,000 - 69,999 40 1,310 1,280 230 40 2,900 

70,000 - 79,999 30 980 1,230 270 20 2,530 

80,000 - 89,999 80 780 800 150 0 1,810 

90,000 - 99,999 60 580 670 170 10 1,490 

100,000 - 124,999 130 840 1,170 220 40 2,390 

125,000 - 149,999 40 440 870 240 60 1,650 

150,000 - 199,999 100 570 790 200 10 1,660 

җ нлл,000 30 570 670 260 80 1,610 

     Continued 
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  Household size   

Household income 1 2-4 5-7 8-10 11+ Total 

Urban 560 5,460 4,760 1,430 250 12,470 

Income not reported 40 290 70 50 20 470 

<10,000 40 320 160 10 

 

530 

10,000 - 19,999 20 220 170 40 

 

450 

20,000 - 29,999 120 370 160 90 10 750 

30,000 - 39,999 110 730 380 40  1,270 

40,000 - 49,999 60 600 390 20  1,070 

50,000 - 59,999 30 580 440 110  1,160 

60,000 - 69,999 20 340 320 90  770 

70,000 - 79,999 30 320 340 60  750 

80,000 - 89,999 20 240 210 80 

 

560 

90,000 - 99,999 20 290 400 50 20 780 

100,000 - 124,999 20 270 610 140 20 1,060 

125,000 - 149,999 

 

350 360 120 50 890 

150,000 - 199,999 

 

340 390 200 60 990 

җ нлл,000 20 190 350 330 80 980 

Table 2 -7 Size of the household, province and averag e household monthly income, 2010  HIES  

 Size of household and average monthly income  

Province 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Total 

Torba 17,100 44,300 43,400 47,000 46,300 108,000 65,800 

Sanma 49,100 70,400 81,400 93,100 88,700 119,900 94,000 

Penama 28,000 44,200 61,700 65,300 74,800 84,100 67,700 

Malampa 38,200 39,800 57,100 59,100 72,200 72,800 60,200 

Shefa 81,300 322,500 118,500 63,500 86,100 165,700 131,800 

Tafea 40,300 30,900 47,300 50,100 51,000 63,800 53,500 

Rural 47,000 90,000 71,800 65,300 73,500 99,600 79,500 

Luganville 46,600 53,900 48,100 85,300 73,200 94,000 74,100 

Port Vila 50,600 88,500 63,600 95,500 91,800 136,300 104,100 

Urban  50,000 80,300 59,300 92,800 86,300 130,300 97,500 

Vanuatu 47,600 87,900 69,100 71,900 76,400 108,000 83,800 

 

Table 2 -8 Number of working persons aged 10 years and over, region and avera ge household monthly 
income, 2010  HIES  

Number of 
working persons

1
 

Region and average h'hold monthly income 

Rural Urban Vanuatu 

1 173,600 212,300 188,200 

2 257,600 447,200 296,100 

3 505,300 835,300 590,600 

4 621,300 1,354,300 744,800 

5 575,300 1,365,200 683,000 

6 682,100 1,148,800 718,800 

7 1,075,600 2,869,500 1,295,200 

8 1,985,500 2,986,000 2,396,400 

9 2,645,100 

 

2,645,100 

Total 79,500 97,500 83,800 
1 Number of working persons: includes those working for pay, sales revenue, profit or goods in -kind, unpaid (volunteer) workers and people 

who work in the garden (subsistence), 91,790 people in 44,170 households.  
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Table 2 -9 Household income percentile  and number of working persons aged 10 years and over, region, 20 10  
HIES  

Income 
Percentile 

Province and number of working persons 

Torba Sanma  Penama Malampa Shefa  Tafea Rural Luganville Port Vila Urban  Vanuatu 

1 800 420 1,660 740 830 760 5,210 300 460 760 5,960 

2 720 1,050 1,270 2,000 800 1,710 7,550 390 460 850 8,400 

3 550 1,630 1,410 2,030 470 1,470 7,560 570 880 1,450 9,010 

4 460 1,640 1,320 2,030 890 1,930 8,270 480 640 1,120 9,390 

5 400 1,540 1,880 2,110 860 1,200 7,990 450 1,370 1,810 9,810 

6 400 1,480 1,570 1,650 740 1,340 7,170 440 2,040 2,480 9,650 

7 370 1,870 1,370 2,030 810 1,070 7,530 400 2,080 2,470 10,000 

8 260 1,280 1,580 1,510 1,420 920 6,970 430 2,700 3,130 10,110 

9 170 2,380 1,550 1,350 1,180 720 7,350 300 2,670 2,970 10,320 

10 80 1,800 980 990 1,450 200 5,510 310 3,330 3,630 9,140 

Total 4,210 15,090 14,590 16,440 9,460 11,330 71,110 4,050 16,620 20,680 91,790 

 
Table 2 -10  Expenditure percentile , location of household and average mon thly household expenditure, 2010  
HIES  

Expenditure 
percentile 

Average monthly household expenditure 

Rural Urban Vanuatu 

1 26,400 31,500 27,000 

2 36,400 46,700 38,100 

3 44,300 52,000 45,600 

4 52,100 60,000 53,400 

5 58,000 70,800 61,200 

6 69,300 73,600 70,300 

7 83,500 94,500 86,900 

8 93,300 107,800 98,200 

9 105,700 119,800 110,400 

10 164,500 180,100 170,500 

Average 69,300 97,300 76,200 

 
Table 2 -11  Expenditure quintile, province and average mon thly household expenditure, 2010  HIES  

Average monthly h'hold 
expenditure 

Monthly h'hold expenditure quintile   

1st quintile 2nd quintile 3rd quintile 4th quintile 5th quintile Total 

Torba 29,300 55,800 70,500 82,300 127,100 60,600 

Sanma  38,500 52,100 67,000 82,100 121,800 70,700 

Penama 30,400 42,600 59,400 84,100 127,400 72,500 

Malampa 27,100 42,400 57,800 78,400 105,900 57,000 

Shefa  31,300 52,100 68,700 119,600 179,300 86,300 

Tafea 32,600 49,900 65,800 89,500 127,200 65,100 

Rural 31,300 48,200 63,600 88,300 134,100 69,300 

Luganville 38,100 55,300 68,300 99,600 149,900 77,700 

Port Vila 41,900 56,300 73,400 101,700 152,300 102,700 

Urban 40,300 55,900 72,200 101,400 152,000 97,300 

Vanuatu 32,500 49,500 65,700 92,500 140,500 76,200 
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Table 2 -12  Household income percentile , average household monthly cash income, region and percent  
income from cash sources 1, 20 10  HIES  

Income 
percentile 

% income from cash sources
1
   

0 <20 20ς39 40ς59 60ς79 80ς99 100 Total 

Vanuatu 29,400 52,100 58,900 66,000 79,100 132,100 112,500 73,800 

1 10,900 15,900 16,800 16,700 18,100 11,000 8,100 11,900 

2 22,200 26,500 30,200 28,300 30,700 37,800 26,000 27,400 

3 31,200 35,300 38,000 38,100 36,200 52,600 33,600 36,100 

4 34,600 47,800 45,700 50,800 47,000 53,100 39,700 45,900 

5 43,600 56,800 51,400 57,800 59,600 65,400 57,000 55,800 

6 43,300 57,000 66,500 60,700 69,400 57,200 69,600 62,800 

7 55,500 73,900 81,000 74,800 78,800 87,500 66,000 75,400 

8 58,500 83,800 88,400 89,200 88,000 95,900 101,000 90,700 

9 81,100 104,200 99,200 112,900 110,300 124,600 112,800 109,900 

10 110,600 132,300 132,300 126,300 163,900 253,800 505,400 272,100 

Rural 31,500 52,500 58,400 66,300 80,900 143,800 151,700 71,900 

1 12,100 16,200 16,000 17,300 25,000 11,800 7,800 12,600 

2 22,400 26,800 30,200 27,900 29,700 41,500 25,200 27,200 

3 31,200 35,300 38,000 38,100 35,400 29,000 29,000 35,400 

4 34,600 47,800 45,500 51,200 47,500 50,100 35,600 46,000 

5 43,700 56,800 51,400 57,900 58,100 54,400 61,100 55,100 

6 43,300 57,200 66,300 60,700 66,100 57,300 44,100 60,300 

7 55,500 72,400 79,800 75,100 79,300 84,900 59,500 75,400 

8 58,500 83,800 88,400 88,600 90,000 96,300 99,900 88,200 

9 81,100 104,200 99,200 113,600 112,300 115,100 124,200 108,900 

10 110,600 132,300 128,000 125,400 162,200 261,500 1,146,500 293,400 

Urban 9,700 34,300 72,500 59,400 62,400 109,100 88,800 82,500 

1 8,100 11,700 20,400 9,900 9,800 9,800 9,000 9,700 

2 19,300 23,600 28,400 34,100 34,700 35,400 27,000 28,900 

3 

 

41,800 40,600 38,100 41,900 55,100 35,600 40,400 

4 

  

54,300 36,300 41,300 56,700 42,000 44,800 

5 39,500 

  

56,700 70,400 84,100 54,100 60,200 

6 

 

48,600 71,800 

 

93,800 57,000 74,800 73,400 

7 

 

127,600 120,300 66,400 73,200 93,100 68,200 75,000 

8 

  

87,100 107,700 60,900 95,000 101,100 98,000 

9 

  

0 88,600 27,600 179,800 109,500 114,400 

10     158,700 147,000 194,200 229,400 219,300 217,100 
1 Cash sources include wages and salaries, income from the sale of agriculture, fish and seafood and handicrafts and other cash income.  
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Table 2 -13  Household income and expenditure percentile  and nu mber of households, region, 2010  HIES  

Income 
percentile 

Expenditure percentile   

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total 

Vanuatu 5,070 5,070 5,080 5,060 5,080 5,090 5,060 5,080 5,070 5,080 50,740 

1 1560 650 600 510 370 430 340 230 220 170 5,070 

2 1390 1320 780 620 330 130 170 180 120 40 5,070 

3 780 900 910 800 430 520 290 240 120 80 5,080 

4 420 740 930 900 720 530 430 200 90 90 5,040 

5 350 570 640 510 850 800 640 410 240 80 5,090 

6 240 220 390 690 790 920 770 620 350 80 5,080 

7 170 260 380 450 640 650 730 890 740 170 5,070 

8 80 200 260 280 430 470 760 880 1110 640 5,060 

9 50 100 180 180 420 410 590 890 1150 1110 5,070 

10 30 120 10 130 100 240 350 540 930 2620 5,080 

Rural 4,470 4,270 4,230 4,250 3,830 3,840 3,490 3,380 3,390 3,150 38,270 

1 1420 530 430 390 190 220 200 130 130 50 3,690 

2 1260 1260 660 510 300 80 50 110 70 20 4,320 

3 710 780 810 620 340 390 150 130 90 70 4,090 

4 320 610 870 830 570 440 320 110 60 80 4,210 

5 330 450 520 450 740 660 490 260 120 10 4,030 

6 170 120 330 570 570 710 610 400 220 50 3,750 

7 140 210 300 390 480 500 610 640 430 90 3,790 

8 40 140 180 230 250 340 540 630 770 380 3,500 

9 50 70 130 150 310 340 330 610 930 740 3,660 

10 30 100 0 110 80 160 190 360 570 1660 3,260 

Urban 590 800 850 810 1,240 1,250 1,560 1,700 1,680 1,930 12,470 

1 140 120 170 120 170 210 130 100 100 120 1,380 

2 130 60 120 110 30 40 120 70 40 30 750 

3 70 120 110 180 90 130 140 110 30 10 990 

4 100 120 60 70 150 90 110 90 30 10 830 

5 20 120 120 60 110 140 150 150 120 70 1,060 

6 70 100 60 120 220 210 160 230 130 30 1,330 

7 30 50 70 60 160 150 120 250 310 80 1,280 

8 30 60 80 50 170 130 210 250 330 250 1,560 

9 0 30 50 20 110 70 260 280 220 370 1,410 

10 0 20 10 20 30 80 160 170 370 960 1,820 

Note households reporting no income are included in income percentile 1.  
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Table 2 -14  Region, type of monthly own account (subsistence) expenditure, average expenditure and sex of 
the household head, 20 10  HIES  

Total monthly own-account (OA) 
expenditure, type 

Male headed households Female headed households 

Rural Urban Vanuatu Rural Urban Vanuatu 

Food 941,720,400 77,027,100 1,018,747,500 97,830,200 12,342,000 110,172,200 

H'holds with OA production 30,210 6,030 36,240 4,440 970 5,410 

People residing in these h'holds 152,090 34,090 186,180 17,110 4,750 21,860 

% h'holds with OA expenditure 91.0 55.3 82.2 87.1 60.6 80.7 

Average h'hold OA expenditure 31,200 12,800 28,100 22,000 12,700 20,400 

Average per capita OA expenditure 6,200 2,300 5,500 5,700 2,600 5,000 

Housing 66,700 0 66,700 2,200   2,200 

H'holds with OA production 500 10 510 30 

 

30 

People residing in these h'holds 2,680 40 2,730 140 

 

140 

% h'holds with OA expenditure 1.5 0.1 1.2 0.6 

 

0.4 

Average h'hold OA expenditure 100 0 100 100 

 

100 

Average per capita OA expenditure 0 0 0 0   0 

Household Operation 80,215,400 8,202,100 88,417,500 9,603,800 1,029,000 10,632,800 

H'holds with OA production 24,340 2,970 27,320 3,540 380 3,920 

People residing in these h'holds 124,040 16,880 140,920 13,870 1,890 15,760 

% h'holds with OA expenditure 73.3 27.2 62.0 69.4 23.8 58.5 

Average h'hold OA expenditure 3,300 2,800 3,200 2,700 2,700 2,700 

Average per capita OA expenditure 600 500 600 700 500 700 

Clothing 23,800 162,400 186,200 1,700   1,700 

H'holds with OA production 30 70 100 10 

 

10 

People residing in these h'holds 150 500 660 20 

 

20 

% h'holds with OA expenditure 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.2 

 

0.1 

Average h'hold OA expenditure 800 2,300 1,900 200 

 

200 

Average per capita OA expenditure 200 300 300 100   100 

Alcohol, kava & tobacco 32,775,600 595,900 33,371,500 1,826,500 127,800 1,954,300 

H'holds with OA production 11,300 400 11,710 780 80 860 

People residing in these h'holds 58,170 2,240 60,410 3,330 470 3,800 

% h'holds with OA expenditure 34.0 3.7 26.6 15.3 5.0 12.8 

Average h'hold OA expenditure 2,900 1,500 2,800 2,300 1,600 2,300 

Average per capita OA expenditure 600 300 600 500 300 500 

Miscellaneous goods 236,600 2,400 239,000 4,900   4,900 

H'holds with OA production 310 10 310 10 

 

10 

People residing in these h'holds 1,760 30 1,790 40 

 

40 

% h'holds with OA expenditure 0.9 0.1 0.7 0.2 

 

0.1 

Average h'hold OA expenditure 800 200 800 500 

 

500 

Average per capita OA expenditure 100 100 100 100   100 

Total monthly OA expenditure 1,055,038,600 85,989,900 1,141,028,500 109,269,200 13,498,800 122,768,000 

Average h'hold OA expenditure 34,900 14,000 31,300 24,600 13,900 22,700 

Average per capita OA expenditure 6,900 2,500 6,100 6,400 2,800 5,600 
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Table 2 -15  Size of the household and household monthly expenditure, 20 10  HIES  

Household 
expenditure 

Household size and average monthly expenditure   

1 2-4 5-7 8-10 11+ Total 

Vanuatu 42,600 65,800 82,500 114,500 162,200 76,200 

<10,000 8,000 9,200 9,700 

 

  9,000 

10,000 - 19,999 14,700 16,400 17,600 14,800   15,900 

20,000 - 29,999 24,000 25,100 26,000 25,200   25,100 

30,000 - 39,999 35,300 34,900 35,300 34,800 31,800 34,400 

40,000 - 49,999 42,700 44,900 44,800 44,700 48,500 45,100 

50,000 - 59,999 55,300 54,700 54,500 55,300 57,300 55,400 

60,000 - 69,999 66,300 65,000 64,200 65,600 60,900 64,400 

70,000 - 79,999 72,100 74,800 74,700 74,500 74,600 74,100 

80,000 - 89,999 84,000 84,700 85,500 85,500 87,600 85,500 

90,000 - 99,999 94,100 94,800 94,700 94,200 97,100 95,000 

100,000 - 124,999 111,200 112,100 111,500 111,100 104,600 110,100 

125,000 - 149,999 137,700 136,200 135,900 139,200 128,700 135,500 

150,000 - 199,999 168,300 172,300 174,500 174,800 169,100 171,800 

җ нлл,000 267,600 311,200 280,700 284,800 257,600 280,400 

Rural 39,100 60,500 76,300 103,100 147,600 69,300 

<10,000 8,000  9,200  9,700  

  

9,000  

10,000 - 19,999 14,400  16,300  17,600  13,100  

 

15,400  

20,000 - 29,999 24,000  24,900  26,000  25,200  

 

25,000  

30,000 - 39,999 35,300  34,800  35,200  34,600  31,800  34,300  

40,000 - 49,999 42,700  44,800  44,800  44,300  48,500  45,000  

50,000 - 59,999 55,400  54,800  54,500  54,800  56,000  55,100  

60,000 - 69,999 65,900  64,800  64,200  65,400  60,900  64,200  

70,000 - 79,999 72,700  74,700  74,600  74,900  75,100  74,400  

80,000 - 89,999 84,700  84,500  85,400  85,000  87,600  85,400  

90,000 - 99,999 93,400  94,900  94,600  94,300  94,100  94,300  

100,000 - 124,999 110,400  112,900  111,400  112,200  104,600  110,300  

125,000 - 149,999 133,400  137,000  135,900  140,600  127,000  134,800  

150,000 - 199,999 168,700  171,500  174,200  171,100  152,600  167,600  

җ нлл,000 267,600  329,600  272,200  269,500  243,500  276,500  

Urban 56,300 83,100 102,500 135,600 180,800 97,300 

<10,000             

10,000 - 19,999 15,800  17,500 18,900 16,100   17,100 

20,000 - 29,999 24,200  26,400 25,900 

 

  25,500 

30,000 - 39,999 35,200  35,700 35,600 35,700   35,600 

40,000 - 49,999   45,300 44,600 45,900   45,300 

50,000 - 59,999 55,300  54,600 54,900 57,700 59,400 56,400 

60,000 - 69,999 67,100  65,500 64,400 66,300   65,800 

70,000 - 79,999 70,700  75,300 75,100 73,200 74,400 73,700 

80,000 - 89,999 82,000  85,100 85,700 86,600   84,900 

90,000 - 99,999 96,000  94,700 95,200 94,200 99,400 95,900 

100,000 - 124,999 112,500  110,800 111,500 108,400   110,800 

125,000 - 149,999 143,500  134,700 135,800 138,100 129,800 136,400 

150,000 - 199,999 167,200  174,200 174,900 180,700 175,200 174,400 

җ нлл,000   290,500 295,600 300,900 278,000 291,300 
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Table 2 -16  Size of the household, province and average ho usehold monthly expenditure, 2010  HIES  

Size of 
household 

        Province             

Torba Sanma  Penama Malampa Shefa  Tafea Rural Luganville 
Port 
Vila Urban Vanuatu 

1 19,200 40,100 26,600 32,500 57,400 43,800 39,100 47,900 57,800 56,300 42,600 

2-4 50,300 66,000 68,400 49,700 68,700 56,200 60,400 71,200 87,100 83,100 65,800 

5-7 68,100 76,800 76,900 68,000 97,700 66,500 76,200 81,800 108,400 102,600 82,500 

8-10 84,200 79,600 121,400 90,600 133,900 96,900 102,900 116,700 138,300 135,600 114,100 

11+ 124,600 119,400 95,400 159,900 181,200 128,300 147,600 75,900 185,600 178,400 161,300 

Total 60,600 70,700 72,500 57,000 86,300 65,100 69,300 77,700 102,700 97,300 76,200 

 

Table 2 -17  Number of working persons aged 10 years and over, region and average household monthly 
expenditure, 20 10  HIES  

Number of 
working 
persons

1
 

Region and average h'hold monthly expenditure 

Rural Urban Vanuatu 

0 54,000 79,900 58,700 

1 62,500 78,200 68,400 

2 67,400 105,100 75,100 

3 80,300 126,100 92,000 

4 97,400 139,200 104,400 

5 94,400 161,000 103,500 

6 117,900 215,900 125,600 

7 137,400 322,700 160,100 

8 173,200 126,800 154,200 

9 200,900 

 

200,900 

Total 69,300 97,300 76,200 
1 Number of working persons: includes those working for pay, sales revenue, profit or goods in -kind, unpaid (volunteer) workers and people 

who work in the garden (subsistence), 91,790 people in 44,170 households.  
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Table 2 -18  Province, source of monthly income, household and population cou nts, average monthly income, 2010  HIES  

  Province   

Total monthly income, source Torba Sanma  Penama Malampa Shefa  Tafea Rural Luganville  Port Vila Urban Vanuatu 

Wages & salaries 12,713,300 93,764,300 37,279,600 63,473,800 515,781,100 19,383,700 742,395,900 128,735,700 754,116,900 882,852,600 1,625,248,500 

H'holds with income 210 1,820 790 1,240 2,950 490 7,500 2,290 8,360 10,660 18,160 

People residing in these ƘΩƘƻƭŘǎ 1,420 9,260 3,550 6,110 17,810 2,670 40,830 13,130 42,640 55,770 96,600 

% h'holds with income 12 26 11 14 42 7 20 85 86 85 36 

Average h'hold income 60,500 51,500 47,200 51,200 174,800 39,600 99,000 56,200 90,200 82,800 89,500 

Average per capita income 9,000 10,100 10,500 10,400 29,000 7,300 18,200 9,800 17,700 15,800 16,800 

Home consumption 52,903,300 265,892,300 226,742,300 220,425,500 157,763,400 240,581,000 1,164,307,800 26,334,300 73,154,400 99,488,700 1,263,796,500 

H'holds with income 1,550 6,880 6,150 8,190 5,210 6,710 34,700 2,130 4,980 7,110 41,810 

People residing in these ƘΩƘƻƭŘǎ 8,420 34,390 28,050 36,050 28,770 33,750 169,440 12,430 27,030 39,460 208,890 

% h'holds with income 87 98 89 94 75 98 91 79 51 57 82 

Average h'hold income 34,100 38,600 36,900 26,900 30,300 35,900 33,600 12,400 14,700 14,000 30,200 

Average per capita income 6,300 7,700 8,100 6,100 5,500 7,100 6,900 2,100 2,700 2,500 6,100 

Household enterprise 47,856,400 280,681,800 165,457,000 212,032,400 164,260,400 83,109,100 953,397,200 34,936,200 96,634,400 131,570,600 1,084,967,800 

H'holds with income 1,490 5,340 5,680 7,500 4,620 5,240 29,870 770 2,570 3,340 33,200 

People residing in these ƘΩƘƻƭŘǎ 8,240 27,130 26,100 33,240 25,180 26,950 146,840 4,370 14,410 18,780 165,620 

% h'holds with income 83 76 82 86 66 76 78 29 26 27 65 

Average h'hold income 32,100 52,600 29,100 28,300 35,600 15,900 31,900 45,400 37,600 39,400 32,700 

Average per capita income 5,800 10,300 6,300 6,400 6,500 3,100 6,500 8,000 6,700 7,000 6,600 

Gifts received 2,696,700 11,972,600 28,751,000 19,118,100 20,884,400 20,226,400 103,649,200 5,197,900 30,591,900 35,789,800 139,439,000 

H'holds with income 320 1,520 2,810 2,300 1,450 1,970 10,380 460 1,540 2,000 12,380 

People residing in these ƘΩƘƻƭŘǎ 1,630 7,440 13,000 9,970 8,370 9,690 50,110 2,630 8,570 11,190 61,300 

% h'holds with income 18 22 41 26 21 29 27 17 16 16 24 

Average h'hold income 8,400 7,900 10,200 8,300 14,400 10,300 10,000 11,300 19,900 17,900 11,300 

Average per capita income 1,700 1,600 2,200 1,900 2,500 2,100 2,100 2,000 3,600 3,200 2,300 

Other cash income 393,400 2,240,400 2,644,700 2,236,000 13,255,000 2,796,300 23,565,800 1,192,600 17,992,000 19,184,600 42,750,400 

H'holds with income 240 880 1,210 1,120 2,320 1,490 7,260 290 2,650 2,940 10,200 

People residing in these ƘΩƘƻƭŘǎ 1,480 4,430 5,690 4,720 12,620 8,520 37,470 1,520 15,020 16,540 54,010 

% h'holds with income 13 13 17 13 33 22 19 11 27 24 20 

Average h'hold income 1,600 2,500 2,200 2,000 5,700 1,900 3,200 4,100 6,800 6,500 4,200 

Average per capita income 300 500 500 500 1,100 300 600 800 1,200 1,200 800 

Total monthly income 116,563,200 654,551,400 460,874,600 517,285,800 871,944,400 366,096,500 2,987,315,900 196,396,600 972,489,600 1,168,886,200 4,156,202,100 

Average h'hold income 65,800 94,000 67,700 60,200 131,800 53,500 79,500 74,100 104,100 97,500 83,800 

Average per capita income 12,100 18,800 15,000 13,800 24,500 10,700 16,400 13,200 20,400 18,700 17,000 
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Table 2 -19  Province, type of monthly expenditure, household and population counts, average monthly expenditure, 2010  HIES  

    Expenditure group   

Province Monthly expenditure Food Housing H'hold opn Clothing & f'wear Transport 
Alcohol, kava & 

tobacco Miscellaneous 
Other non-

consumption Gifts received Total 

Torba Total expenditure 78,065,400 3,666,900 11,173,000 202,400 1,403,300 4,068,500 3,754,800 4,934,300 1,213,700 108,482,200 

  H'holds with expenditure 1,790 1,790 1,740 420 590 1,120 1,500 1,150 90 1,790 

  People residing in these h'holds 9,710 9,670 9,490 2,470 3,460 6,320 8,350 6,330 530 9,710 

  Average h'hold expenditure 43,600 2,100 6,400 500 2,400 3,600 2,500 4,300 13,300 60,600 

  Average per capita expenditure 8,000 400 1,200 100 400 600 400 800 2,300 11,200 

Sanma Total expenditure 344,201,000 21,094,800 52,117,900 975,800 20,317,100 17,577,500 18,146,800 20,152,300 2,649,500 497,232,500 

(rural) H'holds with expenditure 7,040 7,040 6,810 1,840 3,430 3,900 5,900 3,660 450 7,040 

  People residing in these h'holds 35,240 35,240 34,050 9,610 18,100 20,340 30,600 19,080 2,050 35,240 

  Average h'hold expenditure 48,900 3,000 7,600 500 5,900 4,500 3,100 5,500 5,900 70,700 

  Average per capita expenditure 9,800 600 1,500 100 1,100 900 600 1,100 1,300 14,100 

Penama Total expenditure 317,275,300 19,844,000 53,768,900 657,800 13,664,300 18,812,400 24,694,200 46,762,100 6,560,300 502,039,200 

  H'holds with expenditure 6,930 6,930 6,590 1,690 3,900 4,470 6,520 5,440 1,020 6,930 

  People residing in these h'holds 31,100 31,100 29,920 8,290 18,120 21,190 29,640 24,670 4,690 31,100 

  Average h'hold expenditure 45,800 2,900 8,200 400 3,500 4,200 3,800 8,600 6,500 72,500 

  Average per capita expenditure 10,200 600 1,800 100 800 900 800 1,900 1,400 16,100 

Malampa Total expenditure 315,667,000 19,463,500 46,055,600 1,401,800 14,459,500 29,325,100 28,120,900 35,836,800 4,504,000 494,834,400 

  H'holds with expenditure 8,680 8,660 8,450 2,600 4,650 5,180 7,810 6,460 900 8,680 

  People residing in these h'holds 37,600 37,580 37,030 13,090 21,500 23,620 34,890 28,910 4,020 37,600 

  Average h'hold expenditure 36,400 2,200 5,400 500 3,100 5,700 3,600 5,500 5,000 57,000 

  Average per capita expenditure 8,400 500 1,200 100 700 1,200 800 1,200 1,100 13,200 

Shefa Total expenditure 305,640,100 46,932,500 83,024,200 2,146,100 41,396,500 26,401,300 47,846,700 42,030,600 5,005,200 600,423,300 

(rural) H'holds with expenditure 6,960 6,920 6,400 1,770 4,150 3,190 6,520 5,490 690 6,960 

  People residing in these h'holds 37,280 36,980 34,760 11,590 23,170 18,880 35,010 29,650 3,800 37,280 

  Average h'hold expenditure 43,900 6,800 13,000 1,200 10,000 8,300 7,300 7,700 7,200 86,300 

  Average per capita expenditure 8,200 1,300 2,400 200 1,800 1,400 1,400 1,400 1,300 16,100 

Tafea Total expenditure 285,912,400 17,092,800 51,358,200 849,300 15,309,400 24,598,700 11,458,000 31,936,000 9,448,900 447,963,700 

  H'holds with expenditure 6,880 6,860 6,700 1,300 3,090 4,690 5,530 4,050 1,130 6,880 

  People residing in these h'holds 34,360 34,220 33,820 7,480 17,010 24,290 28,620 21,430 5,430 34,360 

  Average h'hold expenditure 41,500 2,500 7,700 700 4,900 5,200 2,100 7,900 8,400 65,100 

  Average per capita expenditure 8,300 500 1,500 100 900 1,000 400 1,500 1,700 13,000 

Luganville Total expenditure 104,456,600 19,107,100 41,107,100 1,148,200 12,663,700 10,629,600 11,418,600 8,524,200 796,700 209,851,700 

  H'holds with expenditure 2,700 2,680 2,660 1,220 1,720 1,380 2,510 1,660 120 2,700 

  People residing in these h'holds 15,110 15,060 14,930 7,050 10,030 7,850 14,370 9,420 610 15,110 

  Average h'hold expenditure 38,700 7,100 15,500 900 7,400 7,700 4,500 5,100 6,500 77,700 

  Average per capita expenditure 6,900 1,300 2,800 200 1,300 1,400 800 900 1,300 13,900 

           Continued 
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    Expenditure group   

Province Monthly expenditure Food Housing H'hold opn Clothing & f'wear Transport 
Alcohol, kava & 

tobacco Miscellaneous 
Other non-

consumption Gifts received Total 

Port Vila Total expenditure 410,766,600 116,650,600 189,698,700 6,865,700 86,324,300 46,227,800 76,817,300 59,498,200 10,425,300 1,003,274,400 

  H'holds with expenditure 9,760 9,710 9,650 4,760 6,860 4,930 9,480 7,480 680 9,760 

  People residing in these h'holds 49,450 49,130 49,040 24,880 36,200 25,910 48,320 38,500 3,990 49,450 

  Average h'hold expenditure 42,100 12,000 19,700 1,400 12,600 9,400 8,100 8,000 15,400 102,700 

  Average per capita expenditure 8,300 2,400 3,900 300 2,400 1,800 1,600 1,500 2,600 20,300 

Rural Total expenditure 1,646,761,100 128,094,500 297,497,800 6,233,300 106,550,000 120,783,400 134,021,400 181,652,100 29,381,600 2,650,975,300 

  H'holds with expenditure 38,270 38,190 36,700 9,630 19,810 22,560 33,770 26,240 4,280 38,270 

  People residing in these h'holds 185,290 184,780 179,070 52,520 101,360 114,640 167,100 130,070 20,520 185,290 

  Average h'hold expenditure 43,000 3,400 8,100 600 5,400 5,400 4,000 6,900 6,900 69,300 

  Average per capita expenditure 8,900 700 1,700 100 1,100 1,100 800 1,400 1,400 14,300 

Urban Total expenditure 515,223,200 135,757,700 230,805,700 8,013,800 98,988,000 56,857,400 88,235,900 68,022,400 11,221,900 1,213,126,100 

  H'holds with expenditure 12,470 12,400 12,300 5,980 8,570 6,310 11,990 9,140 800 12,470 

  People residing in these h'holds 64,560 64,190 63,970 31,930 46,230 33,760 62,690 47,920 4,600 64,560 

  Average h'hold expenditure 41,300 10,900 18,800 1,300 11,500 9,000 7,400 7,400 14,100 97,300 

  Average per capita expenditure 8,000 2,100 3,600 300 2,100 1,700 1,400 1,400 2,400 18,800 

Vanuatu Total expenditure 2,161,984,400 263,852,200 528,303,500 14,247,100 205,538,000 177,640,800 222,257,300 249,674,500 40,603,500 3,864,101,400 

  H'holds with expenditure 50,740 50,590 49,000 15,610 28,380 28,860 45,760 35,390 5,070 50,740 

  People residing in these h'holds 249,850 248,970 243,040 84,460 147,590 148,410 229,780 177,990 25,120 249,850 

  Average h'hold expenditure 42,600 5,200 10,800 900 7,200 6,200 4,900 7,100 8,000 76,200 

  Average per capita expenditure 8,700 1,100 2,200 200 1,400 1,200 1,000 1,400 1,600 15,500 
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Chapter 3. Housing 

Concepts and definitions  

This section provides information about the characteristics of the housing (or dwellings) that households live in, 

if they moved house since 2005 and the expenditure households made for housing and household operations. A 

range of questions were asked about the housing including:  

Á Materials used for the roof, floor,  walls; 

Á Type of kitchen;   

Á Main type of lighting used;  

Á Main fuel used for cooking;  

Á Main source of drinking and cooking water and information about how water is collected; and  

Á Sanitation including main toilet facility used by the household and where househo ld members wash 

themselves (shower/bath place).  

Households in rural areas, and some in urban areas, usually live in traditional houses mostly made from local 

materials (thatch leaves, local hard wood, bamboo, coral flooring) to local designs (separate bui ldings for 

sleeping, cooking and bathing). Permanent houses are those constructed out of cement blocks or wood 

(including masonite sheeting), with a galvanised iron or similar roof and cement floor. Some permanent houses 

are constructed entirely out of gal vanised iron sheeting. Houses which are mixed typically have some 

permanent and some traditional materials, such as an iron roof and concrete floor with woven thatch walls. 

Makeshift houses are generally made out of whatever materials were available to the household at the time of 

construction so can be a mix of both permanent and traditional materials, as well as plastic or other tarpaulin 

covers, cardboard and so on. 

In terms of the services and utilities ï electricity, water, sewerage, household rubbish collection and so on ï the 

network in Vanuatu is limited. There is no mains sewerage treatment system in Vanuatu. The main urban 

centres of Port Vila, Luganville and Lenakel in Tanna, Tafea and environs have electricity grids and mains water 

supply. In some other areas, such as provincial centres in Torba, Penama and Malampa, there is mains 

electricity of sorts provided through the provincial government and there are some community operated 

electricity generators.  

Mains type water supply is available in Port Vila and Luganville and environs; with some rural areas having 

community catchment systems but most rural households rely on rain water tanks, wells catchment systems or 

collect water from nearby waterways. Provincial administrations are providing water  supply systems in 

provincial centres in Torba, Penama and Malampa. Rainfall is variable in Vanuatu, with generally reliable rainfall 

all year round, but some areas are prone to drought and many households have to carefully manage their water 

supply because of limited catchment systems.  

Results  

Moved since 2005   

The 2010 HIES estimated that 5,680 or 11% of households had moved since 2005. The urban centres of Port 

Vila and Luganville had the highest proportions of households which had moved, with 26% of u rban households 

having changed location since 2005 compared with 6% of rural ones  (Figure 3-1). Households in rural areas 

which moved generally owned their house; indi cating that perhaps they moved into their own home. However 

80% of households in urban areas which had moved rented their house from a private person or company or 

employer including Government.  

Households were asked to provide the main reason why they moved, although information was  not collected 

about whether or not the household was ónewô since 2005. Overall 32% of households moved because of work 

related reasons, with this increasing to 53% of households in urban areas. This could involve a number of work 

related reasons including a household member getting a job and the household moving (or a new household 
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established), a voluntary move to live closer to the place of work, a transfer to another location, or even the 

pay from work giving the household e nough money to move. Just over one quarter or 34% of households 

moved for óotherô reasons. These could include retiring from work, the purchase or acquisition of land and/or a 

house, or other issues ópushingô households out of areas.  

Figure 3 -1 Households and migration since 200 5, 2010  HIES  

Urban  Rural  

 

Housing characteristics   

Overall 32%, or one-third,  of households lived in houses built with traditional materials using traditional 

designs. Just over one in four or 26% of households lived in a house made of mixed traditional and permanent 

materials, of which 80% were in rural areas. In urban areas half of the households were living in houses 

constructed from permanent materials while 23% li ved in a house made from a mix of permanent and 

traditional materials. A further 23% of urban households were considered by the household to me made from 

makeshift materials (Figure 3-2).  

Figure 3 -2 Type of house, 20 10 HIES  

Urban  Rural  

                                    

Just over half or 52% of houses had an iron roof, 38% of houses in rural areas and 96% of houses in urban 

areas. Thatch rooves were almost only found in rural areas, with 61% of rural houses having a thatch roof 

compared with 4% of urban ones.  

In the HIES 2010 42% of households usually used electricity as the main means of lighting their homes. In rural 

areas 30% of households ï almost one third ï used electricity for lighting; compared with 80% of urban 

households. Just over one-third or 3 4% of households used kerosene lamps as their main means of lighting, 

most of which were in rural areas with 42% of rural households using kerosene lamps. Of the households using 

electricity, 91% were supplied through the Union Electrique du Vanuatu Ltd (UNELCO) in Shefa, Malampa and 

Tafea or Vanuatu Utilities and Infrastructure (VUI) (in Sanma) compared with 3% using household generators 

and 2% receiving their electricity through the provincial government.  
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Figure 3 -3 Main cooking fuel, 20 10 HIES  

Urban  Rural  

     

The use of wood or coconut shells for cooking was almost universal in rural areas, and it was only in urban 

areas that gas and other types of fuel were significant ; but even in urban areas just over six out of every ten 
households mainly used wood for cooking (Figure 3-3).  

Access to improved drinking water is a Millennium Development Goal (MDG) indicator, and overall 79% of both 

households and population mainly used improved sources of drinking water, increasing to 97% of urban 

households and population and decreasing to 73% in rural areas. Improved sources were defined as piped 

water (private inside the house or to outside the house) , a private standpipe, a household tank, and a 

community tank (it was assumed that community take measures to make sure the tank water is clean) and a 

well (because again its assumed that the household takes measures to protect this source of water). Sources of 

water considered to be not improved included, springs and rivers (because of distance and quality issues) and 

other sources of drinking water (typically this is purchased water in bottles or coolers which is not considered 

sustainable).  

In both  urban and rural areas most households with ónot improvedô drinking water were mostly using a well, 

although a significant proportion of rural households use d a river or spring as the source of their drinking water.  

Overall 21% of households did not have access to improved drinking water, 3% of urban households and 27% 

of rural ones (Figure 3-4).  

Figure 3 -4 Percent of households in region and type of  drinking water, 20 10  HIES  

 

In Vanuatu 37% of households travel led to get water; in rural areas 40% of households had to travel for 

drinking water, compared with 29% of urban households. In the 18,920 households where members had to 

travel to get their drinking water 81% were in rural areas. In just over half, or 51% of households collecting 

water, it was normally collected by adult females. Female adults and children accounted for 57% of household 

members who normally collected water; adult males 39% and boys 5%.   
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In urban areas 62% of households had a private shower or bath for members to bathe compared with 46% in 

rural areas. In rural areas 10,110 households indicated that they did not have a shower or a separ ate place for 

bathing; implying that members would either use a water pipe or a basin or bucket of water to bathe.  

The use of improved sanitation is a MDG indicator, and overall 53% of households (or 55% of the population) 

had a sanitary toilet facility  (Figure 3-5). A sanitary toilet was defined as one which minimised waste 

contamination of the surrounding environment and included a flush toilet, Vent ilated Improved Latrine (VIP 1) 

and water seal toilets whether for the private use of the household or shared. Sub -standard toilet types were pit 

latrines (shared or private) and households with no toilet. Almost all urban households (86%) had a sanitary 

toilet.   

Figure 3 -5 Percent of h ouseholds and population mainly using an improved toilet facility, 20 10 HIES  

 

Expenditure on housing and household operation  

All household transactions for housing (including rent, home improve ments, maintenance and the construction 

of new dwellings owned by the household) and household operation (furniture, furnishings, firewood, 

appliances, supplies such as batteries, washing soap, toilet paper, household services such as babysitting, 

telephone and communication and fuel and lighting expenses) were captured by the HIES.  

Households annually spent 9,505 million Vatu on housing and household operation combined, at 19% of total 

household expenditure. Spending on housing amounted to 2,200 million Vatu annually and household operation 

3,100 million Vatu. The most significant monthly expenditures in the housing and household operation groups 

vary between rural and urban population.  

Within the housing group, rent was the major expense, and it accounted for 24% of all expenditure  (Figures 3ï

6 and 3ï7). I n the household operation group electricity (21%) and firewood (19%) were the major 

expenditures recorded (Figures 3ï8 and 3ï9). Electricity was a significant expenditure for both urban and rural 

households, and represented 33% of combined housing and household operation expenditure in urban 

households.  

The major expenditure for rural households was firewood, 98% of which was own account production, 

compared with 66% of urban householdôs firewood being from own account production. Another major 

expenditure for rural households was floor rug s, carpet or mats ï presumably these would be locally woven 

mats because 88% was from own account production.  

  

                                                

1 A VIP toilet has a vent pipe, screened at the top, so that odours are carried up and out the pipe and flies and other insects 

and pests are blocked from entering.  
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Figure 3 -6 Major housing expenditure  item s, rural areas*, 20 10 HIES  

 
* Housing group expenditure items over a value of 5 million Vatu.  

Figure 3 -7 Major housing expenditure  item s, urban areas*, 20 10 HIES  

 

Figure 3 -8 Major household operation  expenditure  item s, rural areas*, 20 10 HIES  

 
* Household operation group expenditure items over a value of 5 million Vatu.  
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Figure 3 -9 Major household operation  expenditure  item s, urban areas*, 20 10 HIES  

 
* Household operation group expenditure items over a value of 3.5 million Vatu.  

* Housing group expenditure items over a value of 2 million Vatu.  
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Statistical tables  

Table 3 -1 Province and whether the household has moved since 2005  by tenure 1 of the dwelling, 20 10 HIES  

  Here since 2005   Move since 2005     

Province Rent Occupy rent-free Own with mortgage Own dwelling  Total Rent Occupy rent-free Own with mortgage Own dwelling  Total Total 

Torba 20 30 

 

1,650 1,700 20 10 

 

60 90 1,790 

Sanma  70 380 

 

6,140 6,590 20 70 

 

360 450 7,040 

Penama 80 130 

 

6,310 6,520 90 50 

 

280 410 6,930 

Malampa 90 300 

 

7,760 8,150 70 90 

 

370 530 8,680 

Shefa  90 320 

 

5,880 6,290 190 130 

 

350 660 6,960 

Tafea 20 90 30 6,450 6,590 50 30 

 

210 290 6,880 

Rural 360 1,250 30 34,190 35,830 440 370   1,620 2,430 38,270 

Luganville 290 180 

 

1,830 2,290 210 40 

 

160 410 2,700 

Port Vila 1,620 1,180 170 3,950 6,930 1,910 420 70 440 2,840 9,760 

Urban 1,910 1,360 170 5,780 9,220 2,120 470 70 600 3,240 12,470 

Vanuatu 2,270 2,610 200 39,970 45,060 2,550 840 70 2,220 5,670 50,740 

1 Rent includes those occupied dwellings rent free; owned includes those who own the house outright and those with housing loan s or mortgages. 

Table 3 -2 Households w hich have moved since 2005 and p rovince and reason for moving, 20 10 HIES  

Province 

Reason for moving 

Total Work related Looking for work To attend school Land disputes Natural disaster Other Not Stated 

Torba 20       10 50   90 

Sanma 160 10 10 100   160 10 450 

Penama 150   40 30 40 150   410 

Malampa 200 60       270   530 

Shefa 200 70 20 50 50 260 30 660 

Tafea 120 60       110   290 

Rural 850 200 70 170 100 1,000 40 2,430 

Luganville 120 100 10 10   160 10 410 

Port Vila 830 860 120 140 20 760 120 2,830 

Urban 950 950 130 150 20 930 130 3,240 

Vanuatu 1,800 1,150 200 320 120 1,930 170 5,670 
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Table 3 -3 Source of drinking water, province , 20 10 HIES  

  Province   

Drinking water source  Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural  Luganville Port Vila  Urban  Vanuatu 

Piped water (private) 60 340 300 720 1,160 510 3,090 1,590 4,510 6,100 9,190 

Piped water outside (shared) 120 790 720 1,330 810 1,380 5,150 270 3,230 3,500 8,650 

Stand pipe (private) 190 80 520 240 240 510 1,780 190 340 530 2,320 

Stand pipe (shared) 290 1,000 890 1,170 720 1,130 5,190 170 1,150 1,320 6,510 

Household tank 440 1,390 2,030 1,230 2,230 370 7,680 360 250 610 8,290 

Community tank 370 1,180 1,590 960 390 650 5,130 40 30 70 5,210 

Total improved 1,470 4,770 6,050 5,640 5,550 4,560 28,030 2,620 9,510 12,130 40,170 

Well 140 830 130 2,280 270 230 3,890 20 240 260 4,150 

Spring 10 550 280 340 560 640 2,380     2,380 

River 150 740 300 220 180 1,420 3,010  20 20 3,030 

Other 20 100 140 200 360 10 820 40  40 870 

Total not improved 320 2,220 850 3,040 1,370 2,300 10,100 70 250 320 10,420 

Not Stated 0 50 30 0 30 20 140 10  10 150 

Total 1,790 7,040 6,930 8,680 6,960 6,880 38,270 2,700 9,760 12,470 50,740 

 
Tab le 3 -4 Source of drinking water, whether household has to travel for drinking water, province , 20 10 HIES  

  Improved drinking water Not improved drinking water Not stated   

  Do not travel Travel Total Do not travel Travel Total Do not travel Travel Total Total 

Rural 17,870 10,160 28,030 5,020 5,080 10,100 80 50 140 38,270 

Torba 910 560 1,470 190 130 320 0   1,790 

Sanma 2,980 1,790 4,770 930 1,290 2,220 20 20 50 7,040 

Penama 3,950 2,090 6,050 380 460 850 30  30 6,930 

Malampa 3,420 2,210 5,640 1,820 1,220 3,040    8,680 

Shefa 3,320 2,240 5,550 630 740 1,370 20 10 30 6,960 

Tafea 3,290 1,270 4,560 1,070 1,230 2,300 

 

20 20 6,880 

Urban 8,660 3,470 12,130 170 150 320 10 

 

10 12,470 

Luganville 1,770 850 2,620 30 30 70 10  10 2,700 

Port Vila 6,890 2,620 9,510 140 120 250    9,760 

Vanuatu 26,530 13,630 40,170 5,190 5,230 10,420 90 50 150 50,740 
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Table 3 -5 Province, household monthly expenditure and house type, 20 10 HIES  

Province Monthly Expenditure Traditional house Permanent house Mixed house Makeshift house Other (flat etc) Not stated Total 

Torba Total h'hold expenditure 58,277,400 13,734,100 35,474,000 830,500 587,700 235,100 109,138,700 
  H'holds 1,080 160 530 10 0 10 1,790 
  Population 5,760 870 2,950 60 20 40 9,710 
  Av. h'hold expenditure 53,800 88,500 67,000 69,600 147,700 29,500 60,900 

Sanma  Total h'hold expenditure 217,282,600 86,443,700 192,236,000 3,882,300 1,187,900 1,535,300 502,567,800 
 H'holds 3,080 1,220 2,600 60 40 40 7,040 
  Population 16,160 5,780 12,850 220 80 140 35,240 
  Av. h'hold expenditure 70,500 70,900 73,800 65,500 32,100 42,700 71,400 

Penama Total h'hold expenditure 245,070,900 111,063,700 110,418,300 43,153,400 1,933,700 2,713,500 514,353,500 
  H'holds 3,660 1,380 1,380 440 30 40 6,930 
  Population 16,450 5,950 6,500 1,850 190 170 31,100 
  Av. h'hold expenditure 66,900 80,500 79,900 98,500 77,000 65,000 74,200 

Malampa Total h'hold expenditure 146,166,600 108,279,300 244,759,300 1,065,700 3,149,100 838,800 504,258,900 
  H'holds 2,700 1,730 4,190 20 30 10 8,680 
  Population 11,660 7,320 18,210 70 240 90 37,600 
  Av. h'hold expenditure 54,200 62,400 58,500 65,800 107,200 58,900 58,100 

Shefa  Total h'hold expenditure 76,429,100 323,991,300 122,022,300 56,443,300 22,709,100 13,798,400 615,393,400 
 H'holds 1,170 3,330 1,350 650 280 170 6,960 
  Population 5,130 19,110 6,540 3,840 1,600 1,060 37,280 
  Av. h'hold expenditure 65,100 97,300 90,700 86,300 80,000 82,800 88,500 

Tafea Total h'hold expenditure 257,463,700 126,396,900 51,231,100 16,214,200 579,000 2,314,400 454,199,300 
  H'holds 4,280 1,580 760 180 10 60 6,880 
  Population 21,200 8,540 3,630 740 60 180 34,360 
  Av. h'hold expenditure 60,100 79,900 67,000 89,600 57,700 37,500 66,000 

Rural Total h'hold expenditure 1,000,690,400 769,909,000 756,141,000 121,589,400 30,146,500 21,435,400 2,699,911,600 
  H'holds 76,360 47,580 50,680 6,790 2,200 1,690 185,290 
  Population 76,360 47,580 50,680 6,790 2,200 1,690 185,290 
  Av. h'hold expenditure 62,600 81,900 70,000 89,400 77,400 65,300 70,500 

Luganville Total h'hold expenditure 6,564,400 130,855,700 64,480,400 6,075,900 3,606,500 1,661,200 213,244,100 
  H'holds 110 1,500 930 90 40 30 2,700 
  Population 490 8,450 5,260 580 230 100 15,110 
  Av. h'hold expenditure 62,000 87,300 69,300 64,200 80,900 59,600 78,900 

Port Vila Total h'hold expenditure 18,925,800 551,491,000 154,101,200 217,652,300 67,586,600 13,664,400 1,023,421,400 
  H'holds 170 4,430 1,790 2,670 660 50 9,760 
  Population 1,010 24,010 8,240 12,280 3,580 320 49,450 
  Av. h'hold expenditure 112,000 124,600 86,100 81,500 102,600 269,600 104,800 

Urban Total h'hold expenditure 25,490,200 682,346,700 218,581,600 223,728,200 71,193,200 15,325,600 1,236,665,500 
  H'holds 270 5,920 2,720 2,760 700 80 12,470 
  Population 1,510 32,460 13,510 12,860 3,810 420 64,560 
  Av. h'hold expenditure 92,800 115,200 80,300 80,900 101,200 195,200 99,200 
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Table 3 -6 Households which have moved since 2005 , province, sex of household head and reason for moving, 
20 10 HIES  

Province, sex of 
household head  

Reason for moving 

Total 
Work 

related 
Looking for 

work 
To attend 

school 
Land 

disputes 
Natural 
disaster 

Other 
Not 

Stated 

Male Head 1,570 990 170 310 110 1,570 140 4,860 

Torba 20       10 40   80 

Sanma  110 10 10 90   120 10 350 

Penama 130   40 30 40 140   370 

Malampa 150 60       240   450 

Shefa  200 50   50 50 180 20 540 

Tafea 80 40       100   220 

Rural 690 160 50 160 100 830 30 2,020 

Luganville 100 90   10   140 10 360 

Port Vila 780 740 120 140 20 590 100 2,480 

Urban 880 830 120 150 20 740 110 2,840 

Female Head 240 160 20 10   360 30 820 

Torba           10   10 

Sanma  50     10   40   100 

Penama 20         10   40 

Malampa 50         30   80 

Shefa    20 20     80 10 120 

Tafea 40 20       10   70 

Rural 160 40 20 10   170 10 410 

Luganville 20 10 10     20   50 

Port Vila 50 120       170 20 350 

Urban 70 120 10     190 20 400 

Table 3 -7 Roof and wall material by house type, region, 20 10 HIES  

Roof Material Wall Material 
Traditional 

Make 
shift 

Mixed 
House Permanent Others (flat etc) 

Not 
stated Total 

Iron roof   410 960 3,330 9,160 310 220 14,400 

  Cement 80 90 340 5,020 50 30 5,600 

  Iron roof 100 580 730 2,760 230 70 4,470 

  Cardboard     230 290 20 20 560 

  Cement sheet   30 100 560   30 730 

  Wood 10 30 210 170   20 450 

  Wild cane 20 30 150       200 

  Natangura/coconut 20   20   10   60 

  Bamboo/other 180 200 1,550 360   30 2,320 

  Not Stated           20 20 

Natangura   11,410 350 7,200 140 70 110 19,280 

  Cement 60 30 790 30 10   930 

  Iron roof 130 70 320 30   20 570 

  Cardboard 120 10 200 10 10   350 

  Cement sheet 40 30 40       110 

  Wood 2,090 50 760 10 20   2,930 

  Wild cane 730   430       1,160 

  Natangura/coconut 390   130 30     560 

  Bamboo/other 7,850 160 4,520 30 20 40 12,620 

  Not Stated           50 50 

       Continued  
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Roof Material Wall Material 
Traditional 

Make 
shift 

Mixed 
House Permanent Others (flat etc) 

Not 
stated Total 

Coconut   1,900 40 140   10   2,090 

  Cement     10       10 

  Iron roof   20 100       120 

  Cardboard 20           20 

  Cement sheet     10       10 

  Wood 10           10 

  Wild cane 840   10   10   860 

  Natangura/coconut 80           80 

  Bamboo/other 960 20 10       980 

Wild Cane   1,800 10 40 30     1,880 

  Iron roof 10 10 40       60 

  Cardboard 10           10 

  Cement sheet 40     20     60 

  Wood 50           50 

  Wild cane 840     10     850 

  Natangura/coconut 10           10 

  Bamboo/other 840           840 

Other leaf   130   30       150 

  Iron roof     10       10 

  Wild cane 80   0       80 

  Others 40   20       60 

Other   330   70 70     470 

  Cement     20 60     80 

  Iron roof       10     10 

  Cardboard 10           10 

  Wood 20           20 

  Wild cane 80           80 

  Natangura/coconut 10           10 

  Bamboo/other 200   50       260 

Rural Areas  16,260 4,120 13,530 15,330 580 410 38,270 

Urban Areas 270 2,760 2,720 5,920 700 80 12,470 
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Table 3 -8 Type of kitchen and house type, number of households, region, 2010 HIES  

Type of Kitchen 
Traditional 

house 
Permanent 

house 
Makeshift 

house Mixed House Other (flat etc) Not stated Total 

Vanuatu 16,260 15,330 4,120 13,530 1,090 410 50,740 

Bush kitchen (outside) 11,370 8,860 3,400 10,710 550 220 35,120 

Kitchen inside the house 1,990 2,260 260 800 170 30 5,510 

Both inside & outside 
(bush) kitchen 

1,890 3,550 380 1,170 300 40 7,340 

Place to cook inside 730 550 40 450 70   1,840 

No Place to cook 40 30 30 10     110 

Not stated 70     40   120 240 

Other 160 70 10 350     580 

Rural 15,980 9,400 1,360 10,810 390 330 38,270 

Bush kitchen (outside) 11,240 6,690 1,230 8,930 310 210 28,620 

Kitchen inside the house 1,970 840 80 450   10 3,360 

Both inside & outside 
(bush) kitchen 

1,760 1,490 40 640 50 30 4,000 

Place to cook inside 730 290 10 400 30   1,460 

No Place to cook 40 30   10     80 

Not stated 70     40   80 200 

Other 160 70   340     560 

Urban 270 5,920 2,760 2,720 700 80 12,470 

Bush kitchen (outside) 130 2,170 2,170 1,780 250 10 6,500 

Kitchen inside the house 20 1,420 180 350 170 20 2,160 

Both inside & outside 
(bush) kitchen 

130 2,070 340 530 250 10 3,330 

Place to cook inside   260 30 50 30   380 

No Place to cook     30       30 

Not stated           40 40 

Other     10 20     20 

Table 3 -9 Type of lighting used and house type, region, 20 10 HIES  

Main lighting used Traditional house Permanent house Mixed House Makeshift house Other (flat etc) Total 

Vanuatu 16,260 15,330 13,530 4,120 1,500 50,740 

Electricity 2,710 10,050 5,570 2,070 1,010 21,410 
Kerosene Lamp 7,990 3,100 4,900 860 170 17,020 
Candle 520 380 670 590 110 2,270 
Wood/Coconut shells 780 20 140 50 40 1,040 
Coleman lamp 90 90 260 100 30 570 
Gas 70 140 30 40   290 
Other 4,070 1,530 1,920 410 70 8,000 
Not stated 30 20 40   50 150 

Rural 15,980 9,400 10,810 1,360 630 38,270 

Electricity 2,540 4,620 3,610 320 330 11,440 
Kerosene Lamp 7,930 3,010 4,580 560 140 16,250 
Candle 490 190 360 50 20 1,130 
Wood/Coconut shells 780 10 90 20 40 940 
Coleman lamp 70 70 230 20 30 430 
Gas 70 60 30 10   170 
Other 4,060 1,420 1,850 380 30 7,760 
Not stated 30 20 40   50 150 

Urban 270 5,920 2,720 2,760 360 12,470 

Electricity 170 5,430 1,950 1,750 290 9,960 
Kerosene Lamp 60 90 310 300 10 770 
Candle 30 190 300 540 40 1,140 
Wood/Coconut shells   10 40 30 20 100 
Coleman lamp 20 20 30 70   140 
Gas   80   30   120 
Other 10 110 70 30 20 240 
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Table 3 -10  Main cooking fuel and average monthly household expenditure, region, 20 10 HIES  

Main cooking fuel Expenditure 

Region 

Vanuatu Rural Urban 

Wood/coconut shells Total monthly expenditure 2,346,724,600 564,567,800 2,911,292,400 

  Households 34,620 6,710 41,330 

  Average h'hold expenditure 67,800 84,100 70,400 

Gas Total monthly expenditure 164,765,300 495,973,700 660,739,000 

  H'holds 1,250 4,010 5,250 

  Average h'hold expenditure 131,800 123,700 125,900 

Electricity Total monthly expenditure 11,567,400 59,803,700 71,371,100 

  Households 130 450 580 

  Average h'hold expenditure 89,000 132,900 123,100 

Coal/Charcoal Total monthly expenditure 34,654,800 106,411,600 141,066,400 

  Households 340 1,150 1,490 

  Average h'hold expenditure 101,900 92,500 94,700 

Kerosene Total monthly expenditure 97,648,400 0 97,648,400 

  Households 1,220 0 1,220 

  Average h'hold expenditure 80,000 0 80,000 

Others Total monthly expenditure 24,297,700 2,511,900 26,809,600 

  Households 360 50 410 

  Average h'hold expenditure 67,500 50,200 65,400 

Not Stated Total monthly expenditure 20,253,500 7,396,800 27,650,200 

  Households 360 100 450 

  Average h'hold expenditure 56,300 74,000 61,400 

Total monthly expenditure 2,699,911,600 1,236,665,500 3,936,577,100 

Households   38,270 12,470 50,740 

Average h'hold expenditure 70,500 99,200 77,600 

Table 3 -11  Households which travel for drinking water, household member usually collecting water, province , 
20 10 HIES  

 

Household member usually collecting water 

 Province Female adult Female child Male adult Male child Total 

Rural 8,220 860 5,540 670 15,290 

Torba 370 40 250 30 690 

Sanma 1,710 160 1,140 100 3,100 

Penama 1,360 160 920 110 2,560 

Malampa 1,660 240 1,330 210 3,440 

Shefa 1,570 120 1,150 150 2,980 

Tafea 1,550 150 750 70 2,520 

Urban 1,470 160 1,810 190 3,620 

Luganville 330 60 390 110 890 

Port Vila 1,130 100 1,420 80 2,740 

Vanuatu 9,690 1,020 7,350 860 18,920 
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Table 3 -12  Householdôs shower or bath place and province, 20 10 HIES  

 Shower or bathing place  

Province Private Shared/Community River/sea/creek None Total 

Rural 17,670 4,570 5,920 10,110 38,270 

Torba 660 140 200 780 1,790 

Sanma 3,340 710 1,540 1,450 7,040 

Penama 2,330 1,030 380 3,190 6,930 

Malampa 5,160 640 910 1,960 8,680 

Shefa 4,550 920 360 1,130 6,960 

Tafea 1,630 1,130 2,510 1,610 6,880 

Urban 7,810 4,090 340 220 12,470 

Luganville 2,270 370 10 60 2,700 

Port Vila 5,540 3,720 340 170 9,760 

Vanuatu 25,480 8,660 6,260 10,340 50,740 

Table 3 -13  Main  toilet facility , number of households, province, 20 10 HIES  

 

Province 

 Type of toilet  Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural Luganville Port Vila Urban Vanuatu 

Flush-Private 60 370 210 310 970 60 1,980 870 4,600 5,470 7,450 

Flush-Shared 

 

20 10 130 250 

 

420 170 2,280 2,450 2,870 

Water Sealed-
Private 40 620 50 920 1,250 10 2,890 520 470 1,000 3,890 

Water Sealed- 
Shared 10 

 

20 70 340 

 

440 190 570 760 1,210 

VIP-Private 820 1,550 840 1,320 1,240 2,730 8,490 270 250 530 9,020 

VIP-Shared 180 550 170 150 200 590 1,830 60 440 500 2,330 

Pit Latrine-Private 660 2,990 4,460 5,010 2,330 2,500 17,940 480 490 970 18,920 

Pit Latrine-Shared 20 830 1,030 540 320 900 3,660 130 660 790 4,450 

None 0 100 140 220 40 100 610 

   

610 

Total 1,790 7,040 6,930 8,680 6,960 6,880 38,270 2,700 9,760 12,470 50,740 

VIP = Ventilated Improved pit latrine 
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Table 3 -14  Housing and household operation household monthly expenditure, sub -group , province, 2010  HIES  

    Province   
Expenditure type   Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural Luganville Port Vila Urban Vanuatu 

Total Housing Group Expenditure 3,666,900 21,094,800 19,844,000 19,463,500 46,932,500 17,092,800 128,094,500 19,107,100 116,650,600 135,757,700 263,852,200 

  H'holds 1,790 7,040 6,930 8,660 6,920 6,860 38,190 2,680 9,710 12,400 50,590 

  Average per h'hold 2,100 3,000 2,900 2,200 6,800 2,500 3,400 7,100 12,000 10,900 5,200 

Housing rents, insurance etc expenditure 2,159,800 9,952,500 8,692,700 10,497,100 17,931,600 8,064,100 57,297,700 14,060,900 82,035,700 96,096,600 153,394,300 

  H'holds 1,790 6,990 6,930 8,650 6,910 6,810 38,070 2,660 9,630 12,290 50,350 

  Average per h'hold 1,200 1,400 1,300 1,200 2,600 1,200 1,500 5,300 8,500 7,800 3,000 

Home Improvements expenditure 42,200 412,300 361,800 240,900 4,105,300 558,000 5,720,400 460,300 3,398,400 3,858,700 9,579,100 

  H'holds 60 220 300 120 350 120 1,160 110 320 430 1,590 

  Average per h'hold 800 1,900 1,200 2,000 11,700 4,500 4,900 4,300 10,600 9,000 6,000 

Household maintenance supplies 
expenditure 1,299,300 7,529,900 8,279,000 6,705,200 17,555,600 6,552,700 47,921,800 3,724,000 24,988,000 28,711,900 76,633,700 

  H'holds 1,100 3,010 3,300 4,640 3,230 3,100 18,390 1,130 3,720 4,850 23,240 

  Average per h'hold 1,200 2,500 2,500 1,400 5,400 2,100 2,600 3,300 6,700 5,900 3,300 

Construction of new dwellings expenditure 159,700 3,129,000 2,441,300 1,967,700 6,404,300 1,844,300 15,946,400 825,700 6,068,400 6,894,100 22,840,500 

  H'holds 110 380 420 320 250 230 1,710 120 420 540 2,250 

  Average per h'hold 1,400 8,300 5,800 6,200 25,300 7,900 9,300 7,100 14,400 12,800 10,200 

Hiring of equipment expenditure 6,000 71,100 69,300 52,700 935,600 73,600 1,208,200 36,200 160,100 196,300 1,404,600 

  H'holds 10 220 160 70 350 80 890 60 300 370 1,250 

  Average per h'hold 800 300 400 700 2,700 900 1,400 600 500 500 1,100 

Total H'hold Operation Group Expenditure 11,173,000 52,117,900 53,768,900 46,055,600 83,024,200 51,358,200 297,497,800 41,107,100 189,698,700 230,805,700 528,303,500 

  H'holds 1,740 6,810 6,590 8,450 6,400 6,700 36,700 2,660 9,650 12,300 49,000 

  Average per h'hold 6,400 7,600 8,200 5,400 13,000 7,700 8,100 15,500 19,700 18,800 10,800 

Household furniture expenditure 185,500 1,581,100 799,100 1,504,400 2,788,500 837,200 7,695,800 685,300 5,841,800 6,527,100 14,222,800 

  H'holds 280 1,970 1,190 1,940 2,140 970 8,500 840 3,580 4,420 12,910 

  Average per h'hold 700 800 700 800 1,300 900 900 800 1,600 1,500 1,100 

Household furnishings expenditure 149,700 992,800 829,000 1,187,100 1,980,600 821,800 5,961,100 540,300 4,783,700 5,324,000 11,285,100 

  H'holds 670 2,850 2,870 3,970 2,840 2,390 15,590 1,500 5,150 6,650 22,240 

  Average per h'hold 200 300 300 300 700 300 400 400 900 800 500 

Household appliances expenditure 577,600 1,727,900 1,546,200 2,227,800 5,049,100 1,612,500 12,741,100 1,586,900 13,197,700 14,784,500 27,525,600 

  H'holds 820 1,660 2,040 2,740 2,160 1,520 10,920 1,000 5,640 6,640 17,560 

  Average per h'hold 700 1,000 800 800 2,300 1,100 1,200 1,600 2,300 2,200 1,600 

          Continued 
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    Province   
Expenditure type   Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural Luganville Port Vila Urban Vanuatu 

Household equipment & utensils 
expenditure 189,100 612,800 776,300 842,500 1,150,900 767,000 4,338,600 232,700 1,149,400 1,382,100 5,720,700 

  H'holds 800 1,750 2,500 2,820 2,220 2,350 12,430 940 3,950 4,890 17,320 

  Average per h'hold 200 300 300 300 500 300 300 200 300 300 300 

Household supplies expenditure 1,506,900 5,480,300 6,128,900 6,488,200 6,502,600 4,891,200 30,998,200 3,609,600 11,912,500 15,522,100 46,520,300 

  H'holds 1,300 5,500 5,150 6,740 4,280 4,850 27,820 2,130 6,500 8,640 36,460 

  Average per h'hold 1,200 1,000 1,200 1,000 1,500 1,000 1,100 1,700 1,800 1,800 1,300 

Household services and communications 
expenditure 3,987,800 16,280,700 26,217,400 10,883,100 22,988,000 20,174,500 100,531,400 9,357,000 41,892,900 51,249,900 151,781,400 

  H'holds 1,070 4,250 5,380 5,130 4,190 3,670 23,690 2,280 7,080 9,360 33,050 

  Average per h'hold 3,700 3,800 4,900 2,100 5,500 5,500 4,200 4,100 5,900 5,500 4,600 

Fuel & lighting expenditure 4,571,100 25,247,600 17,131,000 22,876,200 42,208,600 22,243,900 134,278,400 25,056,500 110,585,600 135,642,100 269,920,500 

  H'holds 1,390 5,980 5,280 6,790 5,640 6,210 31,300 2,520 9,340 11,870 43,160 

  Average per h'hold 3,300 4,200 3,200 3,400 7,500 3,600 4,300 9,900 11,800 11,400 6,300 

Payments for repairs expenditure 5,200 194,600 340,900 46,300 356,100 10,200 953,300 38,800 335,100 373,900 1,327,200 

  H'holds 40 270 570 170 290 70 1,420 40 320 360 1,780 

  Average per h'hold 100 700 600 300 1,200 100 700 1,000 1,000 1,000 700 

Note that the five digit item expenditure is included in Annex 2 .  

 



 

64 

Chapter 4. Access to transport, market centres and communications  

Concepts and definitions  

This section provides detailed information on householdôs main means of transport; minutes to the nearest 

road, wharf and airstrip; items used by members to communicate with others; how they access information; 

and access to market centres. The 2010 HIES was the second time this information was collected to make 

reliable provincial estimates in relation to access to markets, transport, information and communication.  

The transport and communications system in Vanuatu is complex, with limitations caused by the high cost of 

service delivery to island communities, the difficult topography of larger islands with rugged inter ior ómountainô 

systems, river systems and waterways prone to flash flooding, three active volcanoes and so on.  

The communications network has greatly expanded since deregulation in 2008. The introduction of the Digicel 

cellular telecommunications network in 2009 was under a licence agreement requirement that the Digicel 

network reach 85% of the population. In 201 0 there were approximately 217, 270 subscribers to the services of 

the two mobile phone companies, indicating how significant access to telecommunications using mobile cellular 

phones has become in both urban and rural areas. 

Radio is also an important means of accessing information in both rural and urban centres, with a number of 

public and private radio stations transmitting on the FM band with wider coverage than in the past.   

In 2010 the television network coverage was limited to urban centres (Port Vila and Luganville) and the 

surrounding areas where reception was available. 

Household communication expenditure includes telephone and mobile telephone purchases, household 

communications, and telephone connection fees. Household communications expenditure includes; pre-pay 

cellular telephone credit, and other fees including payments for the use of the Internet.  

Expenditures included for transport include the purchase of new vehicles, including cars, vans, utility vehicles 

(pickup truck), motorcycles, trucks, buses (in Vanuatu this is a van), boats, bicycles, canoes and outboard 

motors; as well as vehicle repairs and maintenance costs; fares for taxis and buses and the rental or hire of 

motor vehicles. Where a householdôs main means of transport is by public boat, domestic sea fares have been 

included in the average expenditure calculation, noting that these are both óregularô transport expenses for 

some households and ad hoc payments for others.  

Results  

Communications   

The 2010 HIES estimated 87% of households usually used a mobile phone for communication; compared with 

2006 where 74% of households usually used a telephone, mostly public telephone, for communication. In urban 

areas 94% of households used a mobile phone as their usual means of communications, compared with 82% of 

rural households (Figure 4-1). 

Figure 4-1 Householdôs usual means of communication, 2010 HIES  

Rural  Urban  

  



Chapter 4 Access to transport, market centres and communications 

65 

For those households reporting expenditure on communications, there was relatively little difference between 

rural and urban areas in average monthly spending for household communications, with urban expenditure 

slightly higher at VT 4,900 per month compared with rural expenditure at VT 4,300 per month (Figure 4-2). 

Almost all, 95%, of household expenditure on communications was for household communications which was 

mostly cellular and fixed telephone charges.  

Figure 4 -2 Average household monthly expenditure for household communications , 2010  HIES  

 

Households were asked if they used television, radio, newspaper, internet and other items to access 

information. Radio was the most common reported means households used to access information, with 27,860 

households reporting they used radio to access information (Figure 4-3). óOtherô sources of information include 

important sources of accessing information typically used in rural areas such as general óword of mouthô, 

community notice boards, meetings and discussions with leaders (clan, church, committees, NGOs and so on).  

Figure 4 -3 Items used by households to access informat ion, urban and rural areas, 2010  HIES  

 

Transport  

One of the long term objectives of Government is to improve access to well -maintained roads, wharves and all-

weather airstrips as a means to improve market access and promote business enterprise, economic growth and 

ultimately improve livelihoods in the key sectors of tourism, agriculture and associated supporting activities. 

Over three quarters of household heads in Vanuatu (85%) stated that the main means of transport used by 

members of the household was public transport compared to private transport which accounted only for 7%. 

Public transport is typically a mini-bus van, public transport u tility vehicle, and boat or light truck, generally 

privately owned but in some areas owned by the community. A further 9% of households, mostly in rural areas, 

reported óotherô as their usual means of transport ï this could be walking, horse, tractor or ot her kind of vehicle, 

motorbike and so on. Public vehicle usage was higher in urban areas (90%) than in rural areas (70%)  (Figure 

4-4). 
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Figure 4 -4 Householdôs main means of transp ort, urban and rural areas, 2010  HIES  

Rural  Urban  

               

Households spent Vt 152 million Vatu a month on transport, almost one -third of which was for vehicle 

purchases (so called ópersonal transportô) and another one-third was for transport hire ï bus, taxi and other 

public transport fares. Overall rural households spent an average of Vt 7,000 a month on transport, compared 

with Vt 8,600 in urban households and a national average expenditure of Vt 7,500 on transport (based on the 

28,390 households which reported transport expenditure).  

Just over two-thirds (68%) of households in Vanuatu had to walk for  less than 10 minutes hour to t he nearest 

main road. In rural areas 60% of households walked less than 10 minutes to the nearest road compared with 

92% of urban households. One third of households in rural Sanma had to walk for more than half an hour to 

the nearest road, reflecting the large size of the island of Espiritu Santo and the remoteness of some inland 

villages.  

Maritime transport is the main means of inter -island travel and freight for most of the people living in Vanuatuôs 

65 inhabited islands, not all of which have a wharf or landing site, and naturally inland villages in the larger 

islands will have further to travel to the sea, let alone the nearest wharf. Torba province has the highest percent 

of households within less than one hourôs walk to the nearest wharf due to  high number if islands and islets in 

the province residing along the coastal fringe; as well as the relatively high number of landing sites .  

The Public Works Department maintains a national network of 26 domestic airstrips, with three airports able to 

accommodate both domestic and international flights in Tafea, Luganville and Port Vila. The rugged terrain of 

many of the islands makes it impractical if not impossible for every island to have an airstrip; and wh ile efforts 

were undoubtedly made to develop airstrips near the population, in many cases the terrain and availability of 

land dictated where an airstrip was developed. It is not surprising then that most households reported that they 

use a vehicle to get to their nearest airstrip. However i n Torba a significant proportion walked to nearest airstrip 

in less than one hour (16), and this probably reflects the location of airstrips in Torba close to main centres .  

Access to market centres  

HIES respondents were asked to state which of seven different outlets  for purchasing and selling food and 

goods they used the most often and how long it took to travel there. At the national level 62% of households 

reported access to one of these outlets; 93% of households in  urban areas and 56% of households in rural 

areas reported access. In rural areas 31% of household heads stated that they visited the municipal market 

most often; and 28% the road market. In urban areas 42% of households visited the municipal market  (Figure 

4-5).  
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Figure 4 -5 Nearest market  or commercial centre where household buy s and sell s goods most often, 2010 
HIES  

 

Internal (domestic) and overseas travel   

It was estimated that households spent 53 million Vatu a month on domestic and international travel; or 641 

million Vatu a year. There were 34% of households reporting some kind of travel expenditure in the last 12 

months in the 2010 HIES. Just over two-thirds or 67% of this expenditure was on internal or domestic travel 

and one third on international travel. In the rural areas households in Tafea were the most likely to have travel 

expenditure, with 19% of households reporti ng travel expenditure compared with 18% of households in Port 

Vila. The highest annual average expenditure on travel was in Shefa, in Port Vila and the rural part of the 

province because of the high expenditure on international travel in Shefa  (Figure 4-6).  

Figure 4 -6 Average annual household expenditure on travel , province, 2010  HIES  

 

In 2010 Vanuatu was serviced by three international airports in Port Vila (Bauerfield) and Luganville (Pekoa), 

and Tanna (White Grass) which also operate as part of the domestic network. There were two international 

shipping ports in Port Vila and Luganville. This means that most rural households which had international travel 

expenditure would also have had domestic or internal transport expenditure to travel to the international ports.  

Rural households accounted for 68% of spending on internal travel and 54% on international travel 

expenditure. Within rur al areas, 72% of travel expenditure was for internal travel while 58% of urban 

householdôs travel expenditure was for internal travel.   
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Statistical tables  

Note that averages are based on dividing total expenditure by the number of households that reporte d the type of 

expenditure.  

Table 4 -1 Householdôs usual means  of communication and province, 2010  HIES  

Usual means of 
communications 

Province   

Torba Sanma Penama Malampa Shefa Tafea Rural Luganville Port Vila Urban Vanuatu 

Mobile Phone 1,330 5,580 5,670 7,680 6,240 4,890 31,390 2,550 9,220 11,770 43,160 

Other 300 1,160 1,090 780 370 1,620 5,320 60 100 160 5,470 

Telephone ς 
Public  40 70 60 130 150 190 640 60 190 240 880 

Telephone ς 
Private  40 50 70 60 50 40 300 30 170 200 500 

Tele-radio 60 50       90 200 10 50 60 260 

Postage   40 10   30 10 80   30 30 120 

E-mail 10           10       10 

Not stated 20 90 30 20 130 40 330       330 

Total 1,790 7,040 6,930 8,680 6,960 6,880 38,270 2,700 9,760 12,470 50,740 

Table 4 -2 Items household has to access information by province, 2010  HIES  

  Means of accessing information 

Province Radio Others Newspaper Television Internet 

Torba 640 910 550 
 

  

Sanma 4,570 2,180 240 80 20 

Penama 2,770 5,140 660 10 10 

Malampa 3,420 5,000 590 
 

10 

Shefa 4,350 3,840 1,760 2,130 130 

Tafea 2,780 3,400 700 
 

  

Rural 18,520 20,480 4,510 2,220 180 

Luganville 2,280 90 550 320 20 

Port Vila 7,060 3,480 5,680 6,470 570 

Urban 9,340 3,570 6,220 6,790 600 

Vanuatu 27,860 24,050 10,740 9,010 780 

Table 4 -3 Main source  of transport used by household and province, 2010  HIES  

  Main source of transport 

Province Public (car / bus / vehicle) Public boat Private (car / bus / vehicle) Private boat Bicycle Other Total 

Torba 320 450 110 50 110 760 1,790 

Sanma 5,080 890 160 400 20 480 7,040 

Penama 4,250 1,070 160 90 10 1,360 6,930 

Malampa 6,390 1,260 70 210 60 680 8,680 

Shefa 5,030 730 750 110 20 320 6,960 

Tafea 5,470 1,090 70 90 0 150 6,880 

Rural 26,550 5,490 1,320 950 230 3,740 38,270 

Luganville 2,460 0 220 0 20 10 2,700 

Port Vila 8,680 0 1,030 20 0 30 9,760 

Urban 11,140 0 1,250 20 20 40 12,470 

Vanuatu 37,690 5,490 2,560 970 250 3,780 50,740 

 

  
































































































































































